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Health  Department, 

DEWSBURY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  services  for  Dewsbury  for  the  year  1963. 

Statistics. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  population  of  the 
town  at  mid  1963  at  53,790,  an  increase  of  270  on  the  previous 
year’s  figure.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population  (that  is 
the  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths)  during  the  year  was  161. 

Live  births  registered  were  931  comprised  of  457  males  and 
474  females.  Of  this  number  72  or  7.7%  were  illegitimate 
as  compared  with  55  or  5.5%  in  1962.  The  birth  rate  for  the 
year  was  17.3  compared  with  18.7  for  the  previous  year.  The 
corrected  live  birth  rate  was  17.4  and  the  national  figure  was 
18.2. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  15.8  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17.2. 

The  crude  Death  Rate  of  14.3  per  1,000  population  was 
above  the  national  rate  of  12.2  but  a decrease  on  the  town’s 
1962  death  rate  of  15.6.  The  heaviest  mortality  was  caused  by 
the  group  of  diseases  of  the  heart,  of  which  coronary  disease 
alone  accounted  for  162  deaths  or  22%  of  the  total  of  770  deaths 
from  all  causes.  There  was  a decrease  on  last  year  in  deaths 
due  to  cancer  (all  forms),  this  year  there  were  115  deaths  com- 
pared with  137  last  year  giving  a death  rate  of  2.2  per  1,000 
population,  and  causing  15.3%  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 
Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  was  the  cause  of  two 
deaths  giving  a death  rate  of  0.04%  per  1,000  population. 

Out  of  a total  of  770  deaths,  557,  i.e.,  72%  were  of  persons, 
over  65  years  of  age.  Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  totalled 
28  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  30.  Of  these  deaths 
9 died  in  the  first  day  of  life,  19  within  the  first  week.  14  of 
the  infant  deaths  were  associated  with  prematurity  and  4 
with  congenital  malformation.  Of  the  14  premature  baby 
deaths  7 died  within  24  hours  and  a further  6 within  one  week. 
Of  these  premature  babies  that  died  11  weighed  less  than  3 Ibs.^ 
4 ozs.  at  birth  and  3 between  3 lbs.  4 ozs.  and  4 lbs.  6 ozs.  i 

Air  Pollution. 

There  are  a number  of  gauges  sited  in  various  parts  of  the 
town  and  the  readings  over  the  last  few  years  have  been  dis- 
tinctly encouraging  as  they  show  a marked  diminution  in  the 
amount  of  atmospheric  pollution.  As  stated  in  the  Chief  Public  ‘ 
Health  Inspector’s  report  the  industrial  smoke  pollution  in 
Dewsbury  has  been  largely  resolved,  and  much  credit  should  be 
given  to  the  various  firms  and  mills  who  have  all  co-operated 


exceedingly  well.  A reasonably  good  beginning  in  the  domestic 
smoke  problem  has  been  made,  in  that  five  Smoke  Control 
Orders  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister.  Needless  to 
state,  clean  air  is  as  important  as  clean  food  and  clean  water, 
in  order  to  maintain  good  health  and  freedom  from  chronic 
disabling  conditions  such  as  bronchitis. 

Every  citizen  has  a right  to  demand  clean  air  to  breathe, 
but  such  demands  must  be  accompanied  by  a willingness  to 
co-operate  in  every  effort  to  achieve  this  aim,  and  generally 
speaking,  such  co-operation  has  been  forthcoming.  Some 
people,  unfortunately,  still  retain  their  affection  for  the  old 
fashioned  fire,  completely  disregarding  the  amount  of  pollution 
which  is  emitted  into  the  atmosphere.  Old  habits  die  hard, 
nevertheless  welcome  progress,  even  though  many  might  re- 
gard it  as  only  too  slow,  has  been  made.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
such  progress  will  be  maintained  and  accelerated. 

Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  there  was  nothing  of  great  import  in  the 
incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis. It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  either  paralytic  or  non-paralytic.  With  regard 
to  Tuberculosis  there  were  47  notified  cases — of  these  cases  41 
were  immigrants  either  from  India  or  Pakistan.  Efforts 
were  made  to  give  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to  as  many  as  possible 
of  the  immigrants  to  try  to  reduce  the  incidence. 

During  1963  a case  of  sonne  dysentery  was  found  in  the 
family  of  an  Ice  Cream  worker.  Examination  of  the  family 
as  a whole  and  of  the  staff  of  the  factory  resulted  in  the  detection 
of  further  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  and  a family  outbreak  of 
salmonella  typhimurium,  one  member  of  which  was  employed 
at  the  same  factory  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  ice 
cream.  These  findings  resulted  in  the  closing  of  the  factory 
for  a short  period,  the  destruction  of  ice  cream  held  at  the  time 
and  where  appropriate,  compensation  was  paid  under  Section 
41  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1961.  I would  like  to  e.xpress  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  owners  of  the  business  involved  for  their 
prompt  action  and  willing  co-operation  at  all  times.  As  a result 
of  this  co-operation  I feel  that  a possible  major  outbreak  of 
food  poisoning  was  averted. 

One  milk  handler  was  excluded  from  work  pending  negative 
throat  swabs  following  a family  case  of  haemolytic  strepococcus. 
Compensation  was  again  paid  under  Section  41  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1961.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  forcibly  and  too 
often,  the  need  for  food  handlers  and  their  relatives  to  obtain 
medical  advice  promptly  in  order  to  exclude  any  dangers  which 
may  occur  to  the  population  in  general. 

Rabies. 

Another  matter  of  great  interest  occurred  during  the 
year.  The  department  was  notified  of  the  death  of  a suspected 
case  of  Rabies  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The  man 
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had  recently  entered  this  country  from  Pakistan  and  a history 
of  a dog  bite  some  two  month\s  prior  to  his  death  supported 
the  diagnosis.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Central  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis.  The  last  reported 
human  ca.se  of  Rabies  in  England  was  in  1956. 

The  local  population  was  never  at  risk.  However,  two 
members  of  a team  who  had  nursed  the  man  in  his  illness  were 
found  to  have  breaches  of  the  skin  of  the  hand  and  it  appeared 
likely  that  these  abrasions  had  become  contaminated  with  the 
man’s  saliva  which  harbours  the  organisms.  course  of  Rabies 
vaccine  was  recommended  and  accepted  in  both  instances. 
This  may  have  resulted  in  the  treatment  of  two  people  who 
were  not  infected  but  failure  to  treat  a true  case  of  infection 
promptly  and  effectively  invariably  results  in  a brief  and 
particularly  horrible  fatal  illness. 

Since  the  virus  is  excreted  in  the  saliva  and  can  be  found 
in  the  central  nervous  system  great  care  had  to  be  taken  at  the 
postmortem  and  embalming  of  the  body,  these  being  carried 
out  in  a manner  approved  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Difficulties  arose  since  the  relatives  of  the  man  wished 
to  carry  out  certain  religious  rites  which  could  have  given  rise 
to  the  spread  of  the  disease,  but  fortunately  a compromise 
was  arrived  at  which  satisfied  them  and  yet  gave  rise  to  no  such 
risk.  Following  embalming  and  the  placing  of  the  body  in  an 
air-tight  coffin,  permission  was  granted  for  the  body  to  be  flown 
to  Pakistan. 

Screening  Tests. 

Hearing  tests  continue  to  be  av^ailable  for  all  infants  and 
they  are  usually  carried  out  when  the  child  is  about  7 months 
old.  The  Health  Visitors  have  been  specially  trained  in  the 
procedure  and  full  information  of  this  special  service  is  given 
in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Phenylketonuria  tests  are  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
on  every  child  born  in  the  town.  It  is  a simple  test  on  the 
urine  of  the  young  baby  and,  if  positive,  steps  must  be  taken 
immediately  as  such  a condition  as  phenylketonuria  if  allowed 
to  continue  could  result  in  varying  degrees  of  mental  sub- 
normality. 

New  Buildings. 

A start  has  been  made  on  the  erection  of  a residential 
hostel  for  mental  subnormals  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  building 
will  be  completed  by  early  1965. 

The  Council  have  also  agreed  to  the  erection  of  a new 
building  in  the  W estborough  area  in  which  will  be  accommodated 
a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  also  a Mental  Health 
Centre.  This  building  will  replace  the  present  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  which  is  sited  in  unsatisfactory  premises 
and  also  the  Mental  Health  Centre  which  is  due  to  be  demolished 
in  the  near  future  owing  to  extensions  to  the  Technical  College. 
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Services  and  other  matters. 

Full  and  comprehensive  information  on  all  the  services 
; and  other  matters  of  interest  is  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the 
( report  and  I trust  it  will  be  read  with  interest  as  it  gives  a good 
r reflection  of  the  health  of  the  town  as  a whole. 

Acknowledgements. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my  sincere  appreciation 

I of  the  generous  help  and  support  so  freely  given  throughout 
the  year. 

I 

I I should  also  like  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  and  other  Officers 
of  the  Corporation  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and  help, 
and  lastly,  and  by  no  means  least  my  own  staff,  professional 
and  clerical,  for  their  conscientious  work  throughout  the  year. 

) Conclusion. 

, I think  it  would  be  appropriate  to  end  this  introduction 
i to  the  Annual  Report  for  1963  by  expressing  the  great  pleasure 

(this  Health  Department  and,  I believe,  the  Dewsbury  County 
Borough  Authority,  derived  from  the  remarks  of  the  Local 
1 Government  Commission  on  the  \\Tst  Yorkshire  Special  Review 
li  Area.  I therefore  quote  them  so  that  they  may  be  on  perma- 
i nent  record  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Department  : — 

I “ We  have  been  impressed  by  what  Dewsbury  County 
l Borough  Council  have  already  been  able  to  achieve  particularly 
i in  Health  and  Welfare  and  in  recent  years,  in  Education,  and 
1 the  energy  and  imagination  with  which  they  have  battled 

i against  the  limitations  imposed  by  their  lack  of  resources.” 

1 

I 

I 

I am, 

I 

I 

I 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  ROBSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area  (in  acres) 

Estimated  civilian  population  (Mid.  196.*^) 
Number  of  Inhabited  houses  at  1st  April,  1964 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1964 
Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  1963/64 


...  6,720 

...  63,790 
...  19,134 
£1,502.566 
...  £5,836 


I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  (Mr.  F.  BRIGGS) 
for  the  financial  statement  below,  showing  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  health  services  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1964. 


Local  Health  Services. 

Net  Cost 

Section  22. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  ... 

£13,682 

Section  23. 

Midwives  Services  

£6,691 

Section  24. 

Health  Visiting 

£6,380 

Section  26. 

Home  Nursing  

£11,996 

Section  26. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation... 

£1,171 

Section  27. 

Ambulance  Service 

£17,063 

Section  28. 

Prevention  of  Illness.  Care  and  After 
Care  including  Mental  Health  Services 

£20,333 

Section  29. 

Home  Helps 

£18,968 

Administration  ...  ...  ...  

£16,426 

Other  Forms  Grant  Aided  Expenditure 

ms 

/V 

T ot  al  ...  ...  ...  ... 

£112,978 
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vital  Statistics. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  Births — 931 

Males 

4:57 

420 

37 

Females 

474 

439 

35 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  crude,  17*3 

adjusted,  17*4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  ...  7*7% 


Total  Legitimate 

Still-births — 16  Males  ...  8 8 

Females  ...  7 7 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 


Illegitimate 


15-8 

946 


Infant  Deaths — 28 


Males 

Females 


Total  Legitimate  Illegiiimate 
18  18  — 

10  10  — 


Infant  Mortality  Rates — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births... 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 
live  births) 


30-1 

30-1 

Nil 


20.4 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19*0 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  35*4 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) — 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics,  Dewsbury  and  England  and 

Wales,  1963. 


Dewsbury 

1063 

England  & 
Wales 

1063 

(Provisional) 

Dewsbury 

1062 

Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

Live  Births  ... 

17. .3 

18-2 

18.7 

Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  ... 

... 

17-4 

— 

18.8 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population  : 

All  causes 

• » 

14-3 

12-2 

15.6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

, . 

0-04 

0-06 

0-00 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. . 

0-00 

0-00 

0.00 

Cancer 

2-1 

2.2 

2.5 

Coronary  disease 

. . 

3-0 

Not  available 

3.2 

Bronchitis 

1 -1 

1.1 

Pneumonia 

a.  * < 

0-55 

0.66 

Influenza 

0*07 

0-05 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

... 

0-00 

1 > 

0.00 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live 
still-births) 

and 

15*8 

17.2 

15.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000 
births) 

live 

30.1 

21  .1 

28.0 

Neo  Natal  Death  Rate  (first  four  weeks) 
p>er  1,000  live  births 

20.4 

14.2 

21 .0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

and  still  births  : 

Excluding  abortion  ... 

. • . 

0-00 

0.22 

0.00 

Due  to  abortion 

• • •. 

0-00 

0.06 

0-00 

Population. 

1931  Census — 64,302. 

1961  Census— 63,487. 

1961  Census — 52,963. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  home  population  (all! 
ages),  at  mid  1963  to  be  53,790  an  increase  of  270  on  the  figure  for’ 
1962. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  (excess  of  live  births  \ 
over  deaths)  was  161. 


Children  Under  15 


Mid.  1963: 

5 — 14  Under  16 

8,300  12,800 


Under  1 
970 


1—4 

3,530 
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The  following  Table  gives  an  Analysis  of  the  Vital  Statistics  : 

Causes  of  Death  1963  and  comparison  with  1962  figures. 
Registrar-General’s  figures. 


ClasiificB 
tioo  No. 

M 

P. 

Total 

1963 

Total 

1962 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

5 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

< 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

10 

13 

23 

26 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

20 

2 

22 

36 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

6 

6 

9 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

6 

6 

5 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms ... 

29 

29 

58 

61 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

4 

5 

3 

16 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

3 

3 

5 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

58 

74 

132 

126 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

96 

66 

162 

172 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

18 

22 

18 

20 

Other  heart  diseases 

30 

49 

79 

82 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

19 

19 

38 

64 

22 

Influenza  ... 

2 

2 

4 

3 

23 

Pneumonia 

21 

19 

40 

36 

24 

Bronchitis 

36 

24 

60 

59 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

5 

6 

8 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

4 

2 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

4 

6 

6 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate... 

2 

— 

2 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

_ 

3 

8 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

24 

28 

52 

63 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents... 

1 

3 

4 

7 

34 

All  other  accidents 

5 

14 

19 

18 

35 

Suicide 

7 

- 

7 

7 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

"■  ■■ 

“■  ■ 

— 

<■> 

Total 

378 

392 

770 

837 

IS 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 
Registrar  General’s  Figures  1963. 


1 

Under  1 | 

1-4 

5—14 

16—24  1 

26- 

-44  } 46—64 

1 

66—74 

76  and 
Over  r 

r 

1 

1 

M. 

F.  I 

M.  1 F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  ! F.  i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

i 

! 

1 

1 

i i ! 

— 

1 1 

1 

r— ’ 

Tuberculosis,  other  

i 

1 

Mil 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  i , 

1 

I 1 I 

Diphtheria  

1 ' 

1 

I 

1 

I ! 

1 

i 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

1 1 ' 

1 

r 

Meulogococcal  infections 

I 

1 

1 

' 1 



Acute  poliomyelitis  | 1 

) 

1 

1 

Measles  i 

1 

! 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

j 

1 i 

1 

1 

1 ! 

i 

! 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

1 

1 5 

2 

5 

5 

( 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus  

1 

12 

1 

5 

■ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

' 

! 

1 1 

1 

2 

t 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  j | 

1 

3 

1 3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  1 
neoplasms  | 

1 

2 

11 

9 

1 

Leukaemia,  

1 

i 1 

! 1 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■ 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

i 8 

8 

13 

18 

37 

4) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

1 36 

17 

36 

20  ' 22 

2L 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 ‘ 4 1 1 

1! 

3! 

Other  heart  diseases  | i 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 3 i 22 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

! 

2 

2 

3 : 2 1 14  i li 

Influensa { 

1 

1 1 1 M 

Tneumonla  | 3 ! 1 

1 i ! 

1 

2 1 

3 1 3 1 12  1 1< 

Bronchitis  ^ 1 

1 

i ' 

1 

1 

6 

1 

10  , 8 1 20  j i: 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

! 

i 

I ' 

2 

■ ! i 1 M 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

1 1 

j 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 ! 

i - 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  1 

2 

i 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion  

! 

1 

i 

! 

' 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

10 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

4 

1 8 

4 

i 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

! 

1 

i 1 ! 

J 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

i 

1 

1 

i 1 

1 1 

3 

i 

Suicido  •••  •••  ••• 

1 2 

1 

3 i 

1 I 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

! 

i 

1 

Total 

18 

10 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

1 

8 

13 

95 

59 

1 

100  i 88 

! 

151 

2K‘ 
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Birth  Rate. 

In  1963,  the  number  of  live  births  was  931,  70  less  than  in 
1962,  giving  a birth  rate  of  17-3  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  the  previous  year’s  rate  of  18-7. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  (Registrar  General’s  area  compara- 
! bility  factor  1 .06)  was  17.4  and  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
\ Wales  was  18.2  per  1,000  population  for  1963. 

I The  birth  rates  and  maternal  mortality  rates  for  Dewsbury 


since  1941  are  as  follows  : — 


Birth  Rate 

Maternal 
Mortality  Rate 

1941 

14*7 

6-31 

. 1942 

17-3 

1-14 

1943 

18-7 

1-07 

1944 

20-8 

1-8 

1946 

181 

Nil 

1946 

20*4 

1-90 

1947 

19-3 

2-41 

1948 

23-9 

Nil 

1949 

19-2 

Nil 

1050 

17-7 

2-07 

1961 

17-93 

Nil 

1962 

16-95 

Nil 

1963 

16-79 

Nil 

1964 

17-2 

Nil 

1966 

16-3 

Nil 

1966 

16-01 

Nil 

1967 

17-67 

Nil 

1968 

17-23 

Nil 

1959 

16-8 

Nil 

1960 

16-9 

Nil 

1961 

18-2 

Nil 

1962 

18-7 

Nil 

Death  Rate. 

In  1963  the  number  of  deaths  was  770,  67  less  than  the 
previous  year  and  the  death  rate  was  14-3  per  1,000  population 
compared  with  15-6  in  1962. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1963  was  12-2 
per  1,000  population. 


Deaths  Occurring  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  hospitals  or 
institutions  during  the  year  was  360  or  47%  of  the  total  number 
of  deaths. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  — 1963. 


20 


Total  number  of  deaths  under  28  days  old  was  20  or  71  *0%  of  all  infant  deaths, 
Neonatal  death  rate  ...  20-4  per  1,000  live  births, 
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Premature  Live  Births. 

There  were  88  premature  births  notified  during  1963, 
representing  9-1:%  of  the  live  births,  34  were  males  and  54 
females.  They  included  4 pairs  of  twins  and  3 children  who  were 
twin  to  infants  not  premature  on  birth  weight. 


(a) 

The  total  number  of  premature  babies  (i.e. 
weight  or  less  at  birth)  who  were  born  : 

, 6Jlbs. 

(i)  at  home 

17 

(ii)  in  hospital  ... 

...  71 

(b)  Born  at  home  and  : 

(i)  nursed  entirely  at  home 

...  15 

(ii)  transferred  to  hospital  before  28th  day 

9 

• • « ^ 

(iii)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours 

1 

(iv)  who  died  between  1 and  7 days  ... 

1 

(v)  survived  28  days 

15 

ic) 

Born  in  hospital  : 

(i)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours 

1 

(ii)  who  died  between  1 and  7 days  ... 

10 

(iii)  who  died  between  7 and  28  days 

1 

(iv)  who  survived  28  days 

...  59 

Premature  Infants  1944-1963. 


Year 

No.  of  premature 
infants  born 

No.  of  live  births 

Premature  Infants  as 
a percentage  of  the 
live  births 

1944 

27 

979 

2-8% 

1946 

26 

848 

3-1% 

1946 

49 

1012 

4-8% 

1947 

91 

1217 

7-6% 

1948 

64 

1015 

6-3% 

1949 

69 

1011 

6-8% 

1950 

51 

940 

5-4% 

1951 

66 

950 

6-9% 

1962 

57 

897 

6-4% 

1953 

67 

890 

6-4% 

1954 

64 

913 

7-0% 

1955 

74 

867 

8-6% 

1956 

69 

863 

8-1% 

1957 

60 

940 

6-4% 

1958 

66 

913 

7-1% 

1959 

83 

897 

9-2% 

1960 

87 

906 

9-6% 

1961 

70 

969 

7-2% 

1962 

72 

1001 

7-2% 

1963 

88 

931 

9-4% 

The  following  table  shows  that  of  the  88  premature  infants 
born  during  1963,  16  are  known  to  have  died  before  reaching 
their  first  birthday,  21  are  known  to  have  survived  to  one 
year  of  age,  and  51  are  alive  but  less  than  one  year  of  age  at  the 
time  of  writing. 
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Medical  Examinations. 

During  1963  a total  of  257  medical  examinations  were 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Department.  201 
of  these  were  for  Corporation  employees  who  were  either  enter- 
ing the  service  or  were  due  to  pay  superannuation  contributions 
after  the  qualifying  period.  8 examinations  were  done  for 
outside  authorities,  35  candidates  for  teachers’  training 
colleges  were  medically  examined  prior  to  their  being  accepted 
by  the  colleges,  and  13  persons  were  examined  on  taking  up 
appointments  as  teachers. 

Marriages. 

Mr.  K.  H.  Windmill,  Superintendent  Registrar,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information  : — 

The  number  of  marriages  during  the  year  was  365  : 


(a)  In  the  Church  of  England  ...  ...  ...  167 

(d)  In  other  Churches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

(c)  At  the  Register  Office  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Marriages  1945-1963. 

Y ear 

1915  521 

1946  570 

1947  571 

1948  551 

1949  499 

1950  482 

1951  487 

1952  441 

1953  455 

1954  440 

1955  450 

1956  405 

1957  414 

1958  391 

1959  419 

1960  375 

1961  368 

1962  388 

1963  365 


Occupations. 

The  chief  occupations  in  Dewsbury  are  in  the  woollen  trade 
I and  its  associated  industries;  rags  and  shoddy,  coal  mining, 
I distributive  trades,  dyeing  and  cleaning  and  road  transport 
; (passenger  and  goods).  Female  labour  is  very  important  in  the 
t heavy  woollen  industry  of  which  Dewsbury  is  the  principal  centre 
I and  there  is  a high  percentage  of  married  women  workers  em- 
: ployed.  Dewsbury,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  West  Riding 
( has  not  had  any  serious  unemployment  problem  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 


) 

I 


For  Housing  Report  statistics  see  the  Chief  Public  Health  i 
Inspector's  Report. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  * 
Borough  Architect,  Town  Planning  Officer  and  Buildings 
Surveyor:-  - | 

The  number  of  houses  completed  in  the  Borough  during  the  J 
year  by  private  enterprise  was  136  and  the  number  completed 
by  the  Corporation  was: — 74 

W'esttown  Redevelopment  Area  ...  ...  ...  4^j 

Foxrovd  Lane  Housing  Estate...  ...  ...  ...  70 


Houses  built  by  : 


Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise 

1946  

111 

31 

1947  

161 

34 

1948  

149 

14 

1949  

94 

13 

1950  

172 

13 

1951  

246 

21 

1952  

232 

25 

1953 

230 

29 

1954  

305 

51 

1955  

333 

109 

1956  

95 

66 

1957  

280 

85 

1958  

658 

50 

1959  

141 

97 

1960  

68 

1.85 

1961  

146 

174 

1962  

150 

162 

1 963  

44^*1 

13^ 

Of  the  houses  completed  by  the  Corporation 

in  1963,  34  were 

three-bedroom  houses,  12  two-bedroom  houses, 
flats  and  4 three  l)edroom  maisonettes. 

24  one-bedroom 

I am  informed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Walker,  Housing  Manager,  that  j 
200  families  were  rehoused  under  the  Corporation's  slum  clear- 1 
ance  programme  during  1963,  in  37  new  houses  and  150  “re-lets”  i 
and  iO  in  other  types  of  accommodation. 

Eiglitecn  per.sons  were  also  re-housed  on  my  recommenda- 
tions  for  medical  reasons,  10  to  bungalows,  or  ground  floor  flats, 

1 to  a two-bedroomed  flat  and  o to  two-bedroom  houses,  1 to  a 
three-l:)edroomed  house  and  1 to  a 4 bedroomed  house. 
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Blind  Persons. 

Mr.  K.  H.  Windmill,  Chief  Officer  of  Welfare  Services,  has 
kindly  suppUed  the  following  information  : — 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  of  the  blind  at  31st 
December,  1963,  was  131  as  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-— t 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

1 

1 

2 

16—20 

— 

— 

— 

21—29 

— 

1 

1 

30—39 

3 

3 

6 

40—49 

4 

5 

9 

50—59 

8 

3 

11 

60—69 

8 

14 

22 

70—79 

13 

21 

34 

80—89 

12 

30 

42 

90  + 

— 

4 

4 

Totals 

49 

82 

131 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  of  the  partially  sighted 
was: — 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-4 

. 

5—15 

3 

1 

4 

16—20 

— 

— 

21—49 

4 

2 

6 

50—64 

4 

6 

10 

65  + 

13 

28 

41 

Totals 

24 

37 

61 

The  following  information  respecting  the  admission  of 
persons  to  the  register  of  the  blind  or  the  register  of  the  partially 
sighted  during  1963  has  been  given  by  Mr.  G.  Auty,  Secretary 
Manager  of  the  Dewsbury,  Batley  & District  Institution  for  the 
Blind. 

Forms  B.D.8  were  received  in  respect  of  10  new  cases  for 
admission  to  the  blind  register  and  8 new  cases  to  the  register  of 
the  partially  sighted.  The  following  table  indicates  the  cause  of 
the  disability. 

Cause  of  Disability 

Retrolental 

Cataract  Glaucoma  Fibroplasia  Others 


(i) 

Number  of  cases  regis- 
tered during  the  year  in 

respect  of  which  para. 
7(c)  of  Forms  B.D.8  re- 

commends; — 

(«) 

No  treatment 

(&) 

Treatment  ...  B 

4 

1 

- 

5 

(medical,  surgical  or  PS 
optical) 

3 

■ ■ ■ 

— 

5 

(ii) 

Number  of  cases  at  1(6) 
above  which  on  follow- 
up action  have  received 
treatment  ...  B 

2 

1 

5 

PS 

3 

— 

_ 

5 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  27/54. 

Health  of  Children. 

Prevention  of  break  up  of  families. 

During  the  year  under  review  4 meetings  were  held  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  deal  with 
this  subject  and  to  continue  with  the  work  that  was  done  in  the 
previous  year.  The  meetings  are  attended  by  a representative 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer,  Superintendent 
Nursing  Officer,  a senior  lady  Housing  Inspector,  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector,  the  Senior  National  Assistance  Officer,  the  Children’s 
Officer,  a Probation  Officer,  the  Chief  Officer  of  Welfare  Services 
and  an  Education  Department  Welfare  Officer. 

7 new  cases  were  discussed  and  helped  during  1963  in 
addition  to  26  cases  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1962. 
If)  cases  were  taken  off  the  register  as  no  longer  needing  help 
because  of  the  improvement  which  had  been  effected  or  because 
they  had  removed  to  another  area.  At  the  end  of  1963  there 
remained  on  the  regist^u  18  cases  still  under  discussion.  Some  of 
these  cases  repre.sent  the  ‘hard  core’  of  problem  families  and  are 
with  us  year  after  year,  necessitating  a continuous  watch  on 
behalf  of  the  children  who  are  often  the  victims  of  the  indolence 
and  ignorance  of  their  parents. 


International  Vaccination  Certificates. 

During  the  year  154  certificates  were  authenticated  for 
persons  travelling  abroad,  either  permanently  or  temporarily. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 


SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers, 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  together  with 
information  as  to  their  qualifications,  are  set  out  on  pages 
o,  h and  7. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory- 
Service,  Wakefield  (Director,  Dr.  L.  A.  Little),  and  during  196‘t 
approximately  a total  of  300  specimens  W3re  dealt  with, 
mainly  investigations  in  connection  with  some  dysentery  and 
food  poisoning. 


Promotion  of  Cleanliness, 

Cases  of  uncleanliness  are  dealt  with  at  the  Municioal  Build- 
ings,  Halifax  Road,  Dewsbury,  by  a specially  appointed  Cleans- 
ing Assistant  employed  in  the  School  Health  Service. 

During  1963,  there  were  4 cases  of  head  lice  and  5 cases  of 
scabies  amongst  pre-school  children,  7 cases  of  scabies  and  1 
cas(‘  of  head  lire  amongst  adults. 


School  Clinic  Consultant  Services. 

During  the  ve  ir  Id  pre-school  children  were  seen  by  the 
f'onsiiltant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  two  pre-srhool  children 
were  seen  bv  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  at  the  School  Clinic. 


Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  nursing  homes  registered  or  known  to  exist 
m the  Conntv  Borough  area. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  at  end  of  1963. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Tr' itm ‘n^  C<  n re^  a-id  Clinics  in 
the  Borough  : — 


Centre  or  Clinic 


Place 


Time 


Child  Welfare  Clinic=^  Westboroac'b  Methodist  Monday,  2 p m. 

Schr>oh-oom  Cin^en  T.ane 

Heaton  Lod}»e.  Earlslieaton  Tuesdav's  at  2 p.ni 

Chidswel!  Methodist  Chapel,  Tuesdays  at  2 p.m 

Shaw  Cross 


Health  Pept.,  Municipal 
Buildings,  Halifax  Road 


Wednesdav  2 p rn. 
E\'erv  afternoon 
2 pm.  to  5 pm 
for  W'elfare  Foods 
only. 


Thornhill  Council  OtTiees  Thursday  2 

Kavensthorpe  Conned  Offices  h'nday  2 p m. 
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Centre  or  Clinic 

Place  Time 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home  Monday  9.30  a.m. 

booking  clinic. 

Thornhill  Council  Offices  Wed.  11  a.m. 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home  Tuesday  11  a.m. 

Wed.  11  a.m.  & 2 p.m. 
Thurs.  2 p.m. 


Heaton  Lodge,  Earlsheaton 

Wednesday  9.30  a.m, 

Relaxation  & 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

Tuesday  2 p.m. 

Mothercraft  Clinic 

Health  Department 

Monday  & Thurs. 
2 p.m. 

Post-Natal  Clinic 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

By  appointment 
second  and  fourth 
Friday  9.30  a.m. 

•Premature  Baby  Clinic 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays 
10-0  a.m. 

•Consultant  Clinic 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

Monday  2 p.m. 

•Paediatric  Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

2nd  Friday  each 
month,  9.0  a.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Central  Dental  Clinic, 

(Maternity  Cases) 

40,  Leeds  Road 

By  appointment 

•Orthopaedic  Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

By  appointment 

10  a.m.  2nd  Mon. 
in  month. 

•Ophthalmic  Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

By  appointment 

9 a.m.  to  12  noon 
Thursday 

2 to  5 p.m.  Wed 

1 .30  p.m.  alt.  Tues. 

Polio  Vaccination  "I 

Diphtheria 

■All  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Clinic  all  day. 

Immunisation  J 

•Chest  Clinic 

Dewsbury  General  Hospital 

Tuesday  a.m. 

(Returned  Cases) 

Wednesday  a.m. 

(New  Cases) 

Monday  1.46  p.m. 
Thursday  p.m. 

Friday  p.m. 

(B.C.G.) 

Third  Friday  a.m. 

•Venereal  Diseases 

Dewsbury  General  Hospital 

Daily. 

Medical  Officer 
attends  : — 

Monday  1-30  to  4 
p.m. 

Thursday  10  to  12 
noon. 

Friday  6 to  7 p.m. 

•Attended  by  Medical  Officers  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47. 

This  section  empowers  the  authority  on  certification  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  require  the  removal  to  hospital  or 
other  suitable  premises  subject  to  approval  by  a court,  of  a 
person  who 

{a)  is  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged,  infirm 
or  physically  incapacitated,  is  living  in  insanitary  conditions, 
and 

{b)  is  unable  to  devote  to  himself-herself,  and  is  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  enforce  this  Section 
of  the  Act. 

Nursery  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  registra- 
tion under  this  Act. 

National  Insurance  Act,  1946. 


New  Claims  to  Sickness  Benefit  received  at  the  Dewsbury  Office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  in  1963  in 

respect  of  Dewsbury  residents. 


Week  ended 

1 

No.  f>f  Claims  ' 

Week  ended 

No.  of  claims « 

10.1.63 

356  (603) 

1.8.G3  ‘ 

120  (123) 

17.1.63 

286  (403) 

8.8.63 

116  (102) 

24. 1 .63 

267  (265) 

15.8.63 

198  (162) 

31.1.63 

341  (289) 

22.8.63 

138  (122) 

7.2.63 

283  (228) 

29.8.63 

163  (125) 

14.2.63 

3!7  (257) 

5.9.63 

171  (136) 

21.2.63 

314  (232) 

12.9.63 

186  (143) 

2.S.2.63 

280  (219) 

19.9.63 

173  (158) 

7.3.63 

338  (225) 

26.9.63 

193  (167) 

14.3.63 

362  (225) 

3.10.63 

188  (195) 

21.3.63 

302  (224) 

10.10.(>3 

234  (189) 

2S.3.63 

232  (242) 

17.10.63 

203  (224) 

4.4.63 

223  (222) 

24.10.63 

228  (184) 

1 1 .4.63 

193  (219) 

31.10.63 

205  (212) 

18.4.63 

139  (190) 

7.11.63 

235  (208) 

27.4.63 

199  (131) 

14.1 1.63 

222  (196) 

2.5.63 

204  (183) 

21.11.63 

243  (203) 

9.5.63 

180  (206) 

28.11.63 

233  (252) 

16.5.63 

196  (16v) 

5.12.63 

233  (220) 

23.5.63 

197  (182) 

12.12.63 

209  (318)  ' 

30.5.63 

184  (15!) 

19.12.63 

179  (173)  ' 

6.6.63 

148  (159) 

2.1.64 

260  (359) 

13.6.63 

147  (107) 

(2  weeks) 

18.6.63 

188  (135) 

25.6.63 

176  (124) 

4.7.63 

171  (116) 

li.7.63 

163  (154) 

18.7.63 

151  (133) 

25.7.63 

148  (i3(.-) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  corresponding  week  in 


1962. 
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Chiropody. 

The  Chiropody  Service  for  old  persons  is  carried  out  most 
efficiently  by  the  Dewsbury  Old  People’s  Welfare  Association  on 
behalf  of  the  Corporation  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of 
the  Association  for  the  excellent  voluntary  work  they  are  con- 
stantly doing  in  connection  with  this  service.  The  following 
gives  details  of  the  work  done  and  the  cost  involved  during  the 
financial  year  1-4-63  to  31-3-64: — 


Dewsbury  Old  People’s  Welfare  Association. 
Chiropody  Service  1st  April,  1963  to  31st  March,  1964. 


1.  Number  of  sessions  held  ... 

2.  Number  of  treatments  given: 

(a)  At  Home 
{h)  At  centres 

3.  Number  of  persons  treated  : 

[a)  At  Home 

(b)  At  centres 

4.  Cost  of  Service  (Chiropodists’  Fees) 

5.  Total  amount  received  from  patients 

Less  amount  paid  for  dressings 

Nett  amount  received  from  Ward 
Committees 


596 


711 

4,530 


154 

754 

£1629  3s.  Od. 

£273  18s.  9d. 
£225  7s.  Od. 


£48  11s.  9d. 


6.  Rent  paid  for  premises  (Two  Centres)  ...  £18  10s.  Od. 

7.  Length  of  each  session  3 hours 

8.  Fee  paid  to  Chiropodist  for  each  session  £2  5s.  Od. 

9.  Fee  paid  to  chiropodist  for  each  domiciliary  visit  15s.  Od. 

10.  Amount  normally  paid  by  patient  ...  Is.  Od. 

Chiropody  treatment  for  handicapped  persons  is  arranged 
directly  by  the  Health  Department.  During  the  year  26  domicili- 
ary treatments  were  given  to  8 persons. 
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WATER. 

Mr.  D.  E.  Strachan,  Water  Engineer,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  details  of  the  public  water  supply  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1963. 

Dewsbury  County  Borough  received  water  in  bulk  from 
three  sources,  namely; — 

(1)  The  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board. 

(2)  Bradford  Corporation. 

(3)  The  Calder  Dale  Water  Board  (Halifax) 

Dewsbury  Corporation  is  not  responsible  for  production  and 
treatment  of  the  Bradford  and  Calder  Dale  Board  supplies,  but  is 
indirectly  responsible  in  that  respect  for  the  Dewsbury  and 
Heckmondwike  ^^'aterworks  Board  supply,  being  the  larger 
partner  in  that  Board. 

In  1963  the  proportions  of  water  from  each  source  were: — 

(1)  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board,  69%. 

(2)  Bradford  Corporation,  17%. 

(3)  Calder  Dale  Water  Board,  14%. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  supply  or  method 
of  distribution.  New  mains  have  been  laid  in  corporation  housing 
sites  at  Thornhill  Lees  development,  Foxroyd  housing  site  and 
Leeds  Road  and  also  in  some  small  private  housing  sites  within 
the  Borough.  Mains  were  re-laid  in  various  places  including 
Whitley  Road,  Temple  Road,  Staincliffe  Road  and  Greaves  Road, 
and  1,200  yards  of  the  13"  main  bringing  water  from  Halifax 
was  re-laid  in  Brighouse.  No  new  constructional  work  has  been 
done. 

All  houses  in  the  area  except  for  a few  isolated  cottages  are 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses  with 
no  standpipe  supplies.  During  the  year  restrictions  on  the  use  of 
hose-pipes  was  imposed  for  a short  period  in  the  early  spring 
after  the  long  and  severe  winter  which  had  depleted  the 
reservoirs. 

The  rate  of  consumption  per  person  in  1963  was  36-9  gallons 
per  head  per  day  for  domestic  and  unmeasured  trade  purposes 
and  26*3  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  measured  trade  supplies. 
The  chemical  analysis  of  the  waters  supplied  to  the  consumers  do 
not  show  the  water  to  have  any  liability  to  plumbo-solvent 
action.  No  contamination  has  taken  place  nor  has  any  been 
suspected.  The  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks 
Board  water  is  treated  with  lime  and  chloride  and  is  still 
unfiltered. 


Pabllo  Water  Supply  — Baeteriologleai  Analysis. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Mr,  G.  J.  Drummond,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  with  regard  to  the 
sewerage  system: — 

The  whole  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  is  under  con- 
stant inspection  and  maintenance  and  during  the  year  various 
sections  were  cleaned  out. 

Concurrent  with  private  development  new  sewers  were  laid 
in  Bendigo  Road,  Slaithwaite  Road,  Nixon  Close,  Ludwell  Close, 
Bywell  Close,  St.  Michael’s  Mount,  St.  Michael’s  Close,  Frank 
Lane,  Henley  Road,  Moor  End  Lane,  Scarr  End  Lane,  Culling- 
worth  Street,  Selbourne  Avenue,  Selbourne  Road,  Coniston  Road, 
Tresham  Court,  Ennerdale  Crescent,  Ennerdale  Road,  Ullswater 
Avenue  and  Ullswater  Road,  similarly  with  new  development  and 
redevelopment  by  the  Corporation  in  Eastborough,  Batley  Carr, 
Thornhill  Lees,  Spen  Valle3^  Whitley  Estate,  Foxroyd  Estate 
and  Douglas  Street. 

A complete  survey  of  existing  sewerage  conditions  South  of 
the  River  Calder  in  the  Thornhill  Lees,  Thornhill  and  Whitley- 
Smithy  Brook  Areas  has  been  completed.  This  has  been  carried 
out  in  anticipation  of  the  proposed  housing  development  at 
Ravensthorpe  Road  and  schemes  are  being  prepared  for  the 
drainage  of  this  area. 

Due  to  the  imminent  state  of  collapse  of  the  Ravensthorpe 
Sewage  Works  a provisional  survey  has  been  carried  out  for  the 
construction  of  a relief  sewer  between  these  works  and  Mitchell 
Laithes  Sewage  Works. 

The  ‘Recirculation  Scheme’  at  Mitchell  Laithes  Sewage 
Works  referred  to  in  last  year's  Report,  is  now  substantially 
complete  and  it  is  anticipated  to  be  in  operation  b}^  April,  1964. 

The  ‘Sludge  Digestion  Scheme’  is  now  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  design  and  the  ‘Contract’  for  its  construction  at  Mitchell 
Laithes  Sewage  Works  is  being  prepared. 

A scheme  for  providing  an  additional  21,000  cu.  yds.  of 
Biological  filter  media  at  Mitchell  Laithes  Sewage  Works  has 
been  designed  and  the  corresponding  contract  is  being  prepared. 

The  above-mentioned  work  relating  to  Mitchell  Laithes 
Sewage  Works  will  be  followed  at  a later  date  by  further  exten- 
sions including  additional  primary  tanks,  storm  water  tanks, 
intermediate  settlement  tanks,  humus  tanks  and  re-organisation 
of  the  pumping  arrangements. 

Mr.  C.  L.  N.  Cree,  Sewage  Works  Manager  has  kindty 
supplied  the  following  information: — 

The  main  sewage  treatment  works,  situated  at  Mitchell 
Laithes,  deals  with  Domestic  Sewage  and  Trade  WMste  Waters 
from  the  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury,  the  Borough  of  Batley, 


the  Urban  District  of  Mirfield  and  part  of  the  sewage  from  the 
Borough  of  Ossett  which  formerly  received  treatment  at  their 
Healey  Sewage  Works.  The  population  of  the  area  draining  to 
the  works  is  105,000.  The  total  volume  of  sewage  treated 
amounted  to  2,712  million  gallons,  equal  to  an  average  daily 
how  of  7,430,000  gallons.  Sludge  and  solid  matter  removed 
from  the  sewage  by  treatment  was  98,808  tons,  a 2 -4%  increase 
on  the  previous  12  months. 

The  system  of  treatment  includes  primary  sedimentation, 
biological  filtration  together  with  recirculation  of  effluent  and 
secondary/  sedimentation.  Effluent  is  discharged  to  the  River 
Calder.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  overloading  of  the  treatment 
plant,  it  has  been  possible  to  effect  a purification  figure  of  75%. 

Construction  of  the  new  Constant  Velocity  Grit  Channel  and 
Secondary  Pumping  Station  is  now  nearing  completion  and  it  is 
expected  that  construction  work  on  extensions  to  the  Biological 
Filter  Beds,  Primary  and  Secondary  Sedimentation  Tanks, 
Sludge  Digestion  Plant  and  new  Administration  and  Laboratory 
Block  will  commence  in  the  near  future. 

Ravensthorpe  Sewage  Works  deals  with  domestic  sewage 
and  trade  wastes  from  the  Ravensthorpe  part  of  the  County 
Borough.  Population  draining  to  the  works  is  7,000  and  the 
volume  of  sewage  treated  amounted  to  276  million  gallons  equal 
to  a daily  average  flow  of  755,000  gallons.  The  system  of  treat- 
ment is  similar  to  that  employed  at  Mitchell  Laitlies  with  the 
exception  of  recirculation  of  effluent. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult,  due  to  deterioration  of 
the  filter  media,  to  maintain  an  effluent  within  River  Board 
Standards.  Nevertheless,  apart  from  an  excess  of  supended 
solids,  the  effluent,  which  is  discharged  to  Spen  Beck,  has 
generally  been  within  the  required  standards  of  the  River  Board. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  information  in  this  section  has  been  kindly  contributed 
by  Mr.  M.  Lovett,  O.B.E.,  Chief  Inspector,  Yorkshire  Ouse 
River  Board,  Leeds: — 

The  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board  is  the  authority  responsible 
for  dealing  with  matters  relating  to  river  pollution  prevention, 
land  drainage  and  fishery  interests  in  the  River  Calder  watershed. 

The  River  Calder  and  its  tributaries  receive  along  their 
lengths,  the  effluents  from  an  almost  unbroken  chain  of  sewage 
works  and  trade  premises.  The  problem  of  preventing  pollution 
in  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  river  is  complicated  by  the 
relative  smallness  of  the  normal  flow  in  the  river  in  relation  to  the 
volume  of  effluents  discharged.  As  measured  at  Kirkthorpe 
Weir,  Wakefield,  the  normal  flow  in  the  river  is  about  95  million 
gallons  per  day.  At  that  point,  at  least  one-third  of  the  normal 


flow  of  water  in  the  river  can  be  accounted  for  as  effluent  from 
sewage  works.  In  addition,  treated  trade  effluents  amounting  to 
several  millions  of  gallons  per  day  are  discharged  to  the  river  and 
its  tributaries,  so  that  normally  the  amount  of  used  v/ater  in  the 
river  is  often  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  flow,  this  being 
exclusive  of  the  use  of  virtually  the  whole  flow  in  the  river  for 
cooling  purposes  by  the  various  electricity  generating  stations 
between  Elland  and  Wakefield. 

Once  again  there  were  no  abnormal  conditions  of  the  river 
during  the  year,  there  being  neither  drought  nor  serious  flood. 

The  Board  are  of  the  continued  opinion  that  in  an  area  such 
as  the  Calder  Valley  the  most  efficient  and  economical  means  of 
dealing  with  trade  effluents  is  by  discharging  them,  where  practic- 
able, to  the  public  sewers,  for  treatment  at  the  sewage  works  of 
the  local  authorities.  Dewsbury  Corporation  continues  to 
co-operate  with  the  Board  in  furthering  this  policy,  and  with 
very  few  exceptions  all  the  trade  effluents  produced  within  the 
County  Borough,  and  in  the  adjacent  areas  of  Batley,  Mirfield 
and  Healey  (Ossett  B.),  continue  to  receive  treatment  at  the 
Corporation’s  sewage  works. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  on  the  scheme 
to  provide  new  inlet  works  and  permanent  equipment  for  recir- 
culating final  effluent  at  the  Mitchell  Laithes  sewage  works.  A 
considerable  amount  of  carefully  planned  experimental  work  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year,  to  establish  the  best  method  of 
providing  the  required  extra  treatment-plant  capacities  through 
the  whole  of  the  works,  in  order  to  deal  effectively  with  the  much 
stronger  trade  sewage  now  reaching  them.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  a detailed  scheme  had  been  submitted  to  the  Corporation  by 
the  Borough  Engineer  and  the  Sewage  Works  Manager.  The 
scheme  also  provides  for  the  future  treatment  of  Ravensthorpe 
sewage  at  the  Mitchell  Laithes  works,  and  this  will  obviate  the 
need  to  carry  out  extensive  structural  renovation  of  the  Ravens- 
thorpe sewage  works. 

Throughout  the  year,  despite  the  need  to  divert  part  of  the 
normal  flow  through  the  Mitchell  Laithes  sewage  works,  to  enable 
work  to  be  carried  out  by  the  contractor  engaged  on  current 
reconstruction  schemes,  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  has  succeed- 
ed in  avoiding  the  need  to  discharge  tank  effluent  direct  to  the 
river.  The  action  taken  in  this  matter  is  in  characteristic  Dews- 
bury tradition,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  management. 

The  effluent  from  the  Ravensthorpe  sewage  works  has  again 
been  reasonably  satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  although  as 
has  been  mentioned  earlier  the  structural  candition  of  the  works 
is  now  giving  cause  for  concern. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Spen 
River  as  it  enters  Dewsbury  County  Borough  area.  Experi- 
mental work  to  date,  with  regard  to  future  biological  plant  at 
the  main  sewage  works  serving  the  Borough  of  Spenborough, 
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had  proved  inconclusive,  and  only  limited  progress  has  been 
made  with  regard  to  exercising  effective  control  over  the  trade 
effluents  discharged  to  the  Corporation’s  sewers.  Following  the 
fixing  of  the  proposed  line  of  the  Yorkshire/Lancashire  Motorway 
in  relation  to  the  North  Bierley  sewage  works  of  Bradford 
Corporation,  further  delay  has  arisen  through  difficulty  in 
acquiring  the  land  required  for  the  alternative  scheme  to  extend 
the  works,  and  it  now  seems  unlikely  that  a start  will  be  made  on 
this  scheme  in  1904.  It  is  still,  however,  a fact  that  implementa- 
tion of  this  scheme,  and  of  the  Spenborough  scheme,  will 
ultimately  result  in  a marked  improvement  in  the  river  as  it 
enters  Dewsbury  County  Borough. 

As  anticipated,  the  effluent  from  a Batley  dye-house,  which 
for  many  years  had  marred  the  appearance  of  the  water  in  the 
Batley  Beck,  was  connected  to  the  public  sewerage  system  de- 
livering to  Mitchell  Laithes  sewage  works  early  in  1903.  Despite 
the  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  a colliery  and  a ready-mixed 
concrete  batching  plant,  all  major  trade  effluents  in  the  water- 
shed of  the  Batley  Beck  are  now  connected  to  public  sewer, 
regular  inspections  have  to  be  carried  out  to  ensure  that  no 
unwarranted  ‘emergency’  discharges  of  prolonged  duration  are 
made  to  the  Beck. 

The  improved  condition  of  the  Smithies  Beck  (the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Batley  Beck)  has  been  generally  maintained, 
although  a discharge  to  it  of  mine  water  (over  which  the  River 
Board  has  no  jurisdiction)  continues  to  have  some  adverse  effect. 
The  condition  of  the  Pildacre  Beck  has  been  generally  satis- 
factory throughout  the  year,  as  also  has  that  of  the  Chickenley 
Beck. 

The  river  at  Brighouse  and  upstream  continues  to  support 
fish-life,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  record  that  the  discharge  of 
heated  water  from  Elland  Power  Station  kept  river  temperatures 
well  above  atmospheric  temperatures  during  the  severe  winter 
months  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  For  the  comparatively  long 
period  in  which  angling  elsewhere  was  almost  at  a standstill 
because  of  frozen  waters,  this  reach  of  the  Calder  remained  open 
throughout  the  winter,  and  good  catches  of  fish,  in  excellent 
condition,  were  returned  in  the  Yorkshire  Winter  Angling  League 
match. 

1 owards  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  battery  of  primary 
filters,  which  form  part  of  the  £'2in  scheme  for  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Huddersfield  County  Borough  sewage  works,  were  brought 
into  use,  but  major  improvement  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
river  cannot  be  expected  until  the  old  Cooper  Bridge  filters  have 
been  reconstructed. 

After  protracted  delays  negotiations  have  been  completed 
in  regard  to  the  propo.sed  scheme  of  reconstruction  of  the  Holm- 
firth  sewage  works  to  facilitate  acceptance  of  effluents  from  trade 
premises  in  the  Holme  Valley  into  the  Council’s  sewerage  system, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  submitted  their 
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consulting  engineers'  outline  proposals  for  this  scheme  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  It  is  also  pleasing 
to  report  that  active  progress  is  at  last  being  made  with  the 
formulation  of  alternative  schemes  for  dealing  with  the  trade 
effluents  of  Sowerby  Bridge  Urban  District  by  connection  to  the 
public  sewers.  It  is  hoped  that  a final  decision  will  be  reached 
during  1964  to  implement  a joint  scheme  either  with  the  Ludden- 
den  Foot  Joint  Sewerage  Board  or  with  the  Halifax  Corporation. 

The  River  Board  are  proceeding  with  measures  for  securing 
the  implementation  of  the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution) 
Act,  1961,  which  became  fully  effective  on  1st  June,  1963. 

The  Board  have  now  to  consider  over  7,000  applications  for 
consent  to  the  continuation  of  ‘pre-1951'  discharges  of  sewage 
and  trade  effluents  to  rivers  and  streams  in  their  area. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  — 1963 
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The  above  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  Rock 
Cleansing  Superintendent  and  Transport  Manager. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS. 

Mr.  F.  Whitham,  Baths  Manager  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information: — 

The  Baths  are  situated  in  Old  Westgate  and  were  open  in 
1896.  They  comprise,  2 swimming  pools,  18  slipper  baths, 
Turkish,  Foam  and  Aeratone  baths,  and  an  establishment 
laundry. 

Swimming  Pools. 

The  two  pools  are  the  same  size,  75  ft.  x 25  ft.  with  a depth 
of  8 ft.  to  6 ft.  The  capacity  of  each  pool  is  52,500  gallons. 

The  major  bath  is  open  for  mixed  bathing  each  day  and  is 
also  used  for  swimming  galas,  the  minor  bath  is  used  as  the 
instructional  bath  for  school  classes  during  the  school  term  and 
for  single  sex  bathing  after  school  hours. 

The  water  in  both  pools  is  maintained  to  a high  standard  of 
clarity  and  purity  by  means  of  constant  treatment  through  the 
filtration  plant.  This  plant  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  total 
amount  of  water  from  both  pools  every  hours.  Purification  of 
the  water  is  carried  out  by  means  of  a Chlorination  plant. 
Regular  tests  are  carried  out  each  day  to  ensure  that  the  correct 
ph  value,  alkalinity  and  chlorine  residuals  are  maintained. 

total  of  146,395  bathers  attended  the  swimming  pools 
during  1963,  of  these,  52,490  were  scholars  attending  for  swim- 
ming instruction,  this  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
scholars  of  1,500.  There  were  205  attendances  by  members  of 
the  Infantile  Paralysis  Fellowship  all  of  whom  are  now  able  to 
swim. 


Slipper  Baths. 

There  are  12  slipper  baths  for  men  and  6 for  women.  Full 
use  of  these  baths  is  made,  in  particular  by  the  coloured  people 
in  the  town.  We  have  persuaded  quite  a number  of  the  coloured 
men  to  use  the  showers  in  the  minor  pool  and  this  has  helped  in 
dealing  with  the  large  numbers  attending. 

Old  age  pensioners  are  allowed  free  baths  during  mid  week 
and  773  attendances  were  recorded  during  1963. 

Turkish  and  Remedial  Baths. 

This  section  comprised  a Turkish  bath,  Zotofoam  and 
Aeratone  baths. 

The  Turkish  bath  comprises,  3 hot  rooms  with  a tempera- 
ture of  220'’— 180^  F,  160°— 130'"  F,  and  120°— 100°  F,  a steam 
room,  massage  room,  needle  shower,  small  plunge  bath  and  rest 
room  with  13  cubicles  with  beds. 
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Laundry. 

The  laundry  contains  a Rotary  washing  machine,  Hydro 
Extractor,  Power  mangle  and  dryer. 

All  towels  used  at  the  baths,  together  with  work  from  other 
Corporation  departments  are  laundered  in  the  baths  laundry. 

Over  75,000  articles  used  by  bathers  attending  the  baths 
were  laundered  in  1963. 

A summary  of  attendances  during  1963  is  as  follows: — 

Swimming  Pools  ...  146,395 

Slipper  Baths  ...  ...  25,851 

Turkish  and  Remedial  6,809 


Total  179.055 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Corporation  maintains  five  ladies’  and  five  men's 
conveniences,  two  of  each  have  washing  facilities  and  there  are 
five  full-time  attendants  employed.  In  addition,  sixteen  men’s 
urinals  are  maintained  and  have  no  attendant,  these  are  cleansed 
and  disinfected  by  a mobile  cleaner. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 
ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


There  are  three  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  County  Borough 
administered  by  the  Corporation,  these  are  situated  at  Moor- 
lands Maternity  Hospital,  Thornhill  Council  Offices,  and  Heaton 
Lodge,  Earlsheaton. 

Ante-natal  care  is  available  at  these  clinics  for  patients 
resident  in  Dewsbury  and  in  bordering  areas  who  are  going  to 
be  confined  at  home  and  those  who  have  been  booked  for  delivery 
in  Moorlands  Maternity  Hospital.  Some  Dewsbury  residents  are 
confined  to  Staincliffe  General  Hospital,  which  administers  its 
own  ante-natal  clinic. 

Blood  tests  are  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  clinics,  and 
immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  is  available. 

Short  talks,  demonstrations  and  film  shows  on  various 
health  topics  are  given  to  patients  attending  Earlsheaton  and 
Thornhill  ante-natal  clinics.  Orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil,  and 
vitamin  tablets  are  also  on  sale  at  these  two  clinics. 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS 

A post-natal  clinic  administered  by  the  Corporation  is  held 
once  a month  at  Moorlands  Maternity  Hospital.  It  is  attended 
by  Dewsbury  residents  who  have  been  confined  either  at  home  or 
at  Moorlands  Maternity  Hospital. 

Premature  Baby  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  Moorlands  and  is  in  the 
charge  of  the  Consultant  Paediatrician.  A Senior  Health  Visitor 
attends  the  clinic,  where  all  premature  babies  bom  in  the  area  are 
referred,  together  with  any  baby  who  has  been  ill  in  hospital  or 
any  baby  who  has  any  abnormality.  An  average  of  12  babies 
attend  at  each  session. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  clinics 
during  1963: — 


Number  of  Women 

Total  number  of  attendances 
in  1963 

who  attended 
during  1963 

who  were  new 
cases  in  1963 

Medical  Ofl&cers 
Sessions 

Midwives 

Sessions 

Ante- 

Natal 

Clinics 

1226 

1044 

6874 

273 

Post- 

Natal 

Clinics 

480 

478 

490 

— 
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ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS— 

STAINGLIFFE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

The  number  of  attendances  by  Dewsbury  mothers  at  the 
above  clinics  during  1963  were  as  follows  : — 

Ante-Natal  : First  Visits  ...  228 

Subsequent  Visits  2066 

Post-Natal  : First  Visits  ...  110 

Subsequent  Visits  244 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

The  table  on  page  48  gives  details  of  the  attendances  at 
each  of  the  Corporation’s  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  number  of  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  under 
one  year  of  age  was  93%  of  the  number  of  infants  born  during 
the  year  (live  births).  The  clinics  are  well  patronised  and  during 
the  year  1,804  children  attended  them.  This  is  a decrease  of 
184  children  on  the  previous  year’s  figure. 

The  amount  of  milk  foods  of  all  types  sold  at  the  clinics 
during  the  year  was  31,446  lbs.  compared  with  30,189  lbs.  in 
1962  and  28,077  lbs.  in  1961. 

The  following  table  shows  the  issues  of  ^■itamin  supplements 
during  the  past  few  years  : — ■ 


Bottles  of 

Tins  of 

Packets  of 

National 

Orange 

Cod  Liver 

Vitamin 

Dried  Milk 

Juice 

Oil 

Tablets 

1956 

16,406 

34,282 

6,276 

3,178 

1967 

11,964 

38,660 

4,778 

3,165 

1958 

8,206 

25,256 

3,139 

2,776 

1959 

6,447 

25,230 

2,699 

2,723 

1960 

5,319 

26,499 

2,746 

2,702 

1961 

4,196 

13,790 

1,780 

1,647 

1962 

3,206 

7,392 

1,081 

642 

1963 

2.451 

7,805 

873 

530 
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HEARING  TESTS  ON  INFANTS,  1963. 

Since  June,  1962,  the  Health  Visitors  have  been  carrying 
out  routine  hearing  tests  on  infants.  These  are  done  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres.  They  are  carried  out  on  infants  when  they 
reach  7 months  of  age,  or  as  soon  after  that  as  possible.  If  any 
infant  fails  these  routine  tests  of  hearing  on  two  occasions,  then 
arrangements  are  made  for  him  to  be  seen  by  Dr.  Fox  at  the 
Health  Department  for  further,  more  extensive  tests.  If,  after 
this,  he  or  she  is  still  thought  to  be  deaf,  he  is  referred  to  Mr. 
Jones,  the  E.N.T.  Specialist. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  mothers  will  take  advantage  of  this  new 
service  to  have  their  infants  tested  and  make  sure  whether  they 
can  hear  properly  or  not.  Unfortunately,  as  the  figures  show,  so 
far  attendances  have  not  been  very  good. 

Total  number  of  tests  carried  out  ...  281 


No  of  Tests  at  Different  Clinics: — 


Total 

Pass 

Fail 

Halifax  Road 

57 

54 

3 

Thornhill 

54 

49 

5 

Earlsheaton 

16 

15 

1 

Ravensthorpe 

49 

45 

4 

Shaw  Cross 

51 

49 

9 

Westtown 

54 

51 

3 

281 

263 

18 

Age  Groups: — 

T otal 

Pass 

Fail 

Under  1 year 

201 

188 

13 

1—2  

37 

37 

— 

2—3  

22 

20 

2 

3—4  

13 

11 

9 

4—5  

8 

i 

1 

281 

263 

18 

of  the  18  pre-school  children  who  failed  the  initial  hearing 
test: — 

7 had  repeat  tests  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

1 had  an  audiometric  test  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
This  child  had  a speech  defect  and  was  referred  to  the 
Speech  Therapist. 

7 are  awaiting  repeat  tests. 

1 had  a repeat  test  which  was  unsatisfactory,  she  was 
referred  to  Mr.  Jones  and  the  adenoids  were  removed, 
with  some  improvement.  She  is  now  going  to  have  a 
trial  with  a hearing  aid.  She  has  a speech  defect. 

1 had  an  audiometric  test  which  was  unsatisfactory.  She 
was  referred  to  Mr.  Jones.  She  has  now  left  Dewsbury 
and  the  deafness  is  better. 

1 had  an  audiometric  test  which  was  unsatisfactory.  She 
was  referred  to  Mr.  Jones  and  is  awaiting  removal  of 
the  tonsils  and  adenoids. 
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DENTAL  SERVICE. 

Report  by  the  Senior  Dental  Officer — Mr.  J.  R,  Tuxford,  L.D.S. 

Dental  services  has  continued  to  be  made  available,  as  in 
previous  years,  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  pre- 
school children.  Treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Central  Dental 
Clinic. 

Slightly  fewer  numbers  of  both  mothers  and  children  were 
examined  during  1963.  The  reasons  for  this  were  that  we  were 
without  the  services  of  a full-time  assistant  dental  officer  for  a 
period  of  nearly  three  months  and  also  fewer  patients  were 
referred  as  being  in  need  of  dental  treatment.  Whether  the 
impact  of  the  Dental  Health  Campaign  had  any  bearing  on  the 
latter  I would  not  be  prepared  to  say,  but  our  efforts  in  this  field 
continue. 

The  largest  percentage  of  patients  treated  are  referred  by 
the  Authority’s  ante  and  post-natal  clinics,  and  child  welfare 
clinics,  some  are  also  referred  by  the  patient's  own  medical 
advisor,  and  some  attend  on  their  own  initiative,  which  is  an 
indication  that  some  at  least  are  dentally  conscious. 

Dental  tratment  of  all  types  is  made  avilable,  including  the 
provision  of  dentures,  free  of  charge  to  eligible  patients.  Dentures 
are  made  by  an  outside  laboratory  as  the  amount  of  this  type 
of  work  does  not  warrant  the  employment  of  a technician. 
Radiographic  examination  facilities  are  also  provided  as  and 
when  required. 
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Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers 

149 

148 

152 

147 

Children  under  five 

201 

198 

198 

198 

Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided. 


General 

Anaesthetics 

Scalings 

or 

Scaling 

and 

Gum 

Treat- 

ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Inia3rs 

and 

Crowns 

Dentures 

Provided 

Extrac- 

tions 

FUlings 

Radio- 

graphs 

Com- 

plete 

Partial 

1 Expectant 
and 

Nunlng 

Mothers 

380 

83 

384 

62 

3 

4 

40 

25 

: Children 
under  five 

249 

269 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

EIGHTLANDS  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  nursery  has  accommodation  for  25  children  under  the 
age  of  3 years.  It  is  open  Monday  to  Friday  from  7.0  a.m.  to 
6.0  p.m.  and  is  staffed  by  Matron,  two  Nursery  Assistants,  Cook, 
Kitchen  Helper,  Cleaner  and  a Laundress  (part-time).  When 
the  daily  attendance  exceeds  21,  matron  can  engage  temporary 
additional  help. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  month  by  month; 


Month 

Days 

open 

Total 

Attendance 

Average 

Attendance 

Number  on 
register 

J anuary 

...  23 

287 

12 

21 

February 

...  20 

296 

15 

21 

March  . . . 

...  21 

378 

18 

22 

April 

...  20 

332 

17 

22 

May 

...  23 

345 

15 

21 

June  ... 

...  18 

325 

18 

25 

July  ... 

...  15 

282 

18 

25 

August  ... 

...  20 

285 

14 

24 

September 

...  21 

336 

16 

21 

October 

...  23 

347 

15 

17 

November 

...  21 

279 

13 

17 

December 

...  19 

250 

13 

22 

The  average  daily  attendance  for  the  year  was  15,  as  against 
14  the  previous  year,  in  spite  of  the  severe  weather  during  the 
first  three  months  of  1963. 

During  1963  two  Nursery  School  student  teachers  worked  at 
the  Day  Nursery  as  part  of  their  training  for  the  N.N.E.B. 
qualification. 

The  charges  for  admission  remained  the  same  as  in  1961, 
i.e.,  a minimum  of  Is.  6d.  a day  and  a maximum  of  6s.  Od.  per 
day,  the  actual  amount  depending  on  the  circumstances  of  the 
applicant. 

The  nursery  is  maintained  by  the  Council  primarily  as  a 
social  service  for  those  in  need  of  it,  i.e.,  children  of  unmarried 
mothers,  widowed,  divorced  or  separated  mothers,  mothers  who 
have  to  go  into  hospital,  and  others.  Each  case  is  decided  on  its 
merits. 

A doctor  visits  the  Day  Nursery  to  give  advice  and  to  do 
vaccinations  and  immunisations  as  necessary. 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 

There  are  no  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  provided  by  the 
Council,  but  approval  was  given  for  nine  unmarried,  expectant 
women  to  be  sent  to  homes  provided  by  religious  bodies,  pay- 
ment being  made  by  the  authority. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

The  authority  does  not  employ  a Social  Worker  for  purposes 
of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866.  The  mothers  are  visited  by 
the  Health  Visitors,  who  offer  advice  on  the  care  of  the  children 
and  on  the  services  available  to  them. 


THE  DOMICILIARY  NURSING  SERVICES 

by  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer, 

Miss  I.  Alderson,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

District  Nursing 

The  volume  of  work  and  demands  for  the  service  remained 
consistently  heavy  throughout  the  year:  the  administration  of 
the  service  must  continue  24  hours  per  day,  in  and  out  of  office 
hours,  Sundays  and  holidays  alike,  and  the  work  of  each 
individual  district  nurse  is  arranged  daily. 

The  routine  of  daily,  twice  and  thrice  weekly  injections  for 
Diabetes,  Tuberculosis,  Heart  Disease,  etc.,  account  always  for 
the  start  of  each  day’s  work:  difficulties  with  the  Immigrant 
population  in  receipt  of  treatment  have  been  largely  overcome 
as  these  patients  are  made  to  understand  that  it  is  in  their  own 
interests  to  be  available  for  treatment,  and  further  emphasis  in 
this  matter  is  given  in  their  own  language  by  one  of  the  Male 
District  Nurses. 

The  overwhelming  problem  which  is  becoming  more  serious, 
is  that  of  the  old,  helpless  and  bedfast  patients  of  whom  the 
females  far  outnumber  the  males.  The  legion  of  the  forgotten 
old,  long  past  their  usefulness,  living  alone  or  in  couples,  in 
bungalows,  flats  or  obsolescent  property,  often  have  no  relations, 
or  see  little  of  their  children,  who  in  any  case,  being  middle  aged 
themselves,  are  fully  committed  with  their  own  affairs  and  have 
no  place  in  their  homes  or  their  lives  for  their  old  parents. 
Ultimately,  these  old  people  enter  the  terminal  stages  of  existence 
via  senility,  strokes,  crippling  arthritis,  bronchitis  or  malignancy, 
and  thence  are  brought  into  the  records  of  the  District  Nursing 
Service.  The  number  of  such  heavy,  helpless  and  chronic  sick 
patients  has  steadily  increased:  they  are  visited  as  often  as 
necessary  by  day,  and  at  night  if  sedation  is  ordered.  There  is  no 
maxim  laid  down,  no  theorising  by  the  Medical  Hierarchy,  on 
how  much  weight  a Nurse  may  lift  unaided  and  how  many  times 
a day:  the  prevalent  idea  is  that  the  Nurse  has  a “knack”. 
There  is  no  “knack”  in  lifting  18  stones,  only  a right  and  wrong 
way,  and  the  latter  is  to  expect  one  person  to  do  it  alone,  thus, 
staff  permitting,  extra  help  is  directed  where  necessary.  To  nurse 
many  of  these  cases  at  home  pending  the  long  wait  for  that  most 
precious  commodity,  a bed  in  hospital,  would  be  impossible 
without  the  companion  Home  Help  and  Night  Sitting  Services, 
but  the  latter  is  only  called  into  operation  in  dire  emergency.  In 
the  foreseeable  future,  if  the  Geriatric  Hospital  bed  position  does 
not  improve,  there  are  indications  that  the  post  of  District  Night 
Nurse  may  have  to  be  considered.  Generally  speaking  any  type 
of  case  can  be  nursed  at  home  provided  that  the  patient  is 
comfortably  housed  and  fed.  Equipment  is  loaned  for  all 
eventualities,  e.g.,  hospital  type  beds — lifting  poles,  fracture 
boards,  Dunlopillo  mattres.ses,  foan  rubber  overlays,  wheel- 
chairs, commodes,  backrests,  bedpans  and  protective  sheeting 
are  available. 

To  ease  the  burden  of  the  Geriatric  problem  on  the  district 
an  Auxiliary  Nurse  is  employed  part-time  as  bathing  attendant, 
she  is  a most  useful  member  of  the  staff. 


The  Health  Visiting  Service. 

The  Health  Visiting  Service  suffered  a severe  depletion  in 
staff  during  the  year,  the  part-time  Clinic  Nurse  died,  one 
Health  Visitor  was  ill  for  most  of  the  year,  and  two  Health 
Visitors  resigned  to  return  to  their  native  lands,  viz. : Hong  Kong 
and  Eire.  All  these  were  most  valuable  and  conscientious  work- 
ers, and  their  experience  and  knowledge  is  difficult  to  replace, 
but  we  are  fortunate  in  retaining  the  services  of  the  remaining  7 
Health  Visitors,  in  appointing  another  and  in  having  two  students 
in  training  at  Leeds  University.  Thus,  each  Health  Visitor 
found  the  going  a little  harder  during  196^  particularly  in  coping 
with  duties  in  schools.  The  Health  Visitor  visits  homes  on  her 
district  for  many  and  varied  reasons.  Although  still  regarded  by 
some  as  the  ‘baby  nurse’,  her  horizon  has  widened  considerably 
since  that  original  reason  for  her  position.  She  still  visits  infants 
and  their  mothers  to  advise  on  feeding  and  upbringing,  she  tests 
for  mental  subnormality  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  life 
(phenylketonuria  test),  and  will  examine  the  infants  hearing 
before  his  first  year  has  elapsed,  she  will  advise  on  the  immunisa- 
tion programme,  and  visit  more  frequently  if  necessary  in  case  of 
any  abnormality  or  matters  arising  from  a school  medical 
inspection.  She  will  visit  to  enquire  into  applications  for  re- 
housing on  medical  grounds,  and  to  trace  contacts  of  Tuberculo- 
sis, and  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

Our  Problem  Familes  are  man}^  Invariably  fostered  by 
parents  of  low  intellect,  the  father  frequently  preferring  beer  to 
work  and  the  mother  too  inadequate  to  rise  above  the  chaos, 
her  apathy  not  improved  by  annual  pregnancies.  The  children 
are  badly  clothed,  dirty  and  ill-nourished:  somehow  they  thrive 
in  spite  of  their  environment  but  children  from  such  homes  do 
not  always  shake  off  the  handicap  of  their  poor  start  in  hfe,  and 
knowing  no  other  than  very  low  standards,  are  all  set  to  be 
potential  parents  of  future  problem  families.  The  Health  Visitor, 
by  her  broad  experience,  develops  a wisdom,  tolerance  and 
understanding  peculiar  to  her  calling;  her  help,  advice  and  assist- 
ance is  accepted  in  the  grimmest  homes  and  in  those  of  the  upper 
income  group  alike,  and  she  is  welcomed  as  guide,  philosopher 
and  friend. 

Due  to  the  shortage  of  Health  Visiting  Staff  it  has  not  yet 
been  possible  to  offer  the  part-time  services  of  one  or  two  Health 
Visitors  to  General  Practitioners,  for  the  purpose  of  helping  them 
with  their  socio-medical  problems  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  step 
will  take  place  in  due  course. 

The  Midwifery  Service. 

For  many  years  the  establishment  of  Domiciliary  Midwives 
has  been  stationary  at  4.  This  was  satisfactory  provided  that  all 
4 were  on  duty,  but  it  did  not  comfortably  allow  for  increased 
holidays,  refresher  courses,  staff  illness,  and  night  work,  and  the 
already  fully  occupied  Nursing  Officer  laid  uneasy  many  a night 


when  at  times  the  service  was  threatened  with  collapse.  This 
state  of  affairs,  plus  the  fact  that  it  is  now  accepted  that  suitable 
cases  will  be  discharged  from  Maternity  Hospitals  during  the 
early  puerperium  to  the  care  of  domiciliary  service,  was  sufficient 
indication  that  the  establishment  of  midwives  must  be  increased, 
and  by  the  end  of  1 9(3.>  we  looked  forward  to  the  appointment  of  a 
fifth.  ' 

The  Domiciliary  Midwives  are  approved  district  teachers  for 
pupil  midwives  taking  the  second  part  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  Examination.  Their  duties  in  this  field  involve  training 
the  pupils  in  the  art  of  conducting  confinements  in  the  patients 
own  surroundings,  and  adapting  themselves  to  the  non-sterile 
atmosphere  of  a house,  whilst  not  relaxing  from  the  principles 
of  asepsis  and  midwifery  techniques  that  are  taught  in  hospital. 

The  midwives  attend  all  ante-natal  clinics,  and  two  assist 
General  Practitioners  at  their  clinics:  this  is  very  useful  liaison 
and  no  doubt  this  facility  ma}^  be  made  available  to  any  other 
General  Practitioner  who  require  it. 

The  Gas  & Air  Analgesia  apparatus  has  now  been  exchanged 
for  the  more  convenient,  more  popular  and  more  effective 
Trilene,  and  each  midwife  is  equipped  with  an  Oxygen  Resusci- 
tation apparatus  for  cases  of  Asphyxia  neonatorum. 

The  Midwives  have  worked  v/ell  during  the  year  and  have 
delivered  2?>7  babies  at  home. 

Conclusion. 

It  can  be  truthfully  stated  that  the  Domiciliar}’  Nursing 
Services  work  well  together  and  with  an  esprit  de  corps  of  w'hicli 
I am  very  proud.  Each  service  can  be  said  to  complement  the 
other,  co-operate  fully  with  General  Practitioners,  and  all 
maintain  a close  liaison  with  the  Hospitals  in  the  interchange  of 
patients.  The  Corporation’s  policy  to  grant  a car  allowance  t(^ 
those  Nurses  who  buy  cars  for  themselves  is  very  gratifying, 
and  helps  towards  the  general  efficiency  of  the  Service. 
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Summary  of  the  Work  Carried  Out  by  the  Midwives 

During  the  Year. 

No.  of  cases  delivered  during  year,  excluding  abortions, 

miscarriages  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

No.  of  miscarriages  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  5 

Numbers  transferred  to  hospital  before  delivery  ...  17 

Number  of  cases  who  left  district  before  delivery  ...  6 

Number  of  cases  undelivered  on  3^1  st  December,  1963  103 

Number  of  Medical  Aid  forms  sent  to  General 

Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  emergency  unbooked  deliveries  included 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  cases  where  Gas  and  Air  was  given  ...  ...  105 

No.  of  cases  where  Pethidine  was  administered  ...  108 

No.  of  cases  where  Trilene  was  given  ...  ...  ...  73 

In  addition  the  midwives  attended  93  maternity  cases  who 
were  discharged  from  Moorlands  Maternity  and  Staincliffe 
General  Hospitals  before  the  10th  day  after  delivery. 


O/ 


I 
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HOME  NURSING  VISITS,  1963. 

Total  number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,041 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29,806 

Children  under  5 years  old  at  first  visit  during  the  year  . . 

Patients  over  65  years  old  at  first  visit  during  the  year  . . 

Cases  on  books  1.1.1963  ... 

New  patients,  1963 

Discharged — 

Convalescent 
To  Hospital 
Died 
Others 

Remaining  on  books  at  31st  December,  1963  ... 

The  number  of  special  visits  made  during  1963  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  injections,  etc.,  to  sick  people  in  their  own 
homes  was  15,606. 


47 

533 

248 

793 


501 

140 

141 
14 

245 


Summary  of  Gases  and  Visits. 


1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

Visits 

1041 

29806 

1068 

29783 

1028 

26866 

942 

25988 

1042 

27660 

1000 

31047 

1047 

32784 

1043 

07985  1 

1 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  26) 

Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year  was  734  ; of  these  653  were  between  0 and  4 
years,  and  81  between  5 and  15  years,  whilst  the  number  aged 
less  than  1 was  592  representing  59%  of  the  number  of  babies 
born  in  the  previous  3/ear, 


The  number  of  immunisations 

carried  out  since 

1935  when 

immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  first  practised  in 

Dewsbury 

are  as  follows  : — 

1935 

77 

1949 

673 

1936 

10 

1 950 

624 

1937 

76 

1951 

586 

1938 

26 

1952 

763 

1939 

19 

1953 

652 

1940 

1680 

1954 

634 

1941 

1865 

1955 

579 

1942 

1350 

1956 

537 

1943 

1675 

1957 

558 

1944 

751 

1958 

696 

1945 

615 

1959 

612 

1946 

526 

1960 

657 

1947 

899 

1961 

951 

1948 

758 

1962 

676 

These 

734  immunisations  include  657 

who  have  received 

Trivax  vaccine  in 

three  doses  of 

1 c.c.  at 

monthly  intervals. 

3 received 

A.P.T. 

and  74  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

combined. 

Private  doctors  immunised  160  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  (combined  prophylactic)  and  Tetanus. 


In  addition,  during  the  year  483  children  received  one 
single  boosting  dose  ; 197  of  these  children  were  between  6 and 
16  years  and  286  were  under  6 years. 


Since  1951  there  has  not  been  a single  notified  case  of 
diphtheria  and  this  fact  is  justification  for  the  ever  present 
campaign  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 


Smallpox  Vaccination. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  vaccination  against  smallpox 
during  the  year  : — 

Under  1 1 — 4 5 — 14  15  & Over  Total 

48  83  6 8 145 
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The  following  table  shows  the  position  for  the  last  few  years: 


Under  1 

1—4 

6—14 

16  & over 

Total 

1949 

19 

24 

4 

7 

64 

1960 

62 

15 

16 

20 

113 

1951 

102 

21 

3 

69 

196 

1952 

176 

25 

7 

20 

228 

1963 

339 

283 

946 

637 

2204 

1964 

224 

24 

8 

30 

286 

1966 

275 

17 

11 

62 

365 

1956 

254 

22 

9 

60 

345 

1957 

306 

27 

27 

54 

408 

1958 

394 

25 

6 

23 

448 

1959 

381 

44 

11 

28 

464 

1960 

398 

26 

21 

37 

524 

1961 

476 

32 

14 

37 

560 

1962 

647 

528 

1123 

3478 

5776 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 

In  1963  injections  against  Pohomyelitis  were  carried  out  as 
follows: — 


Salk 

Oral 

Salk 

Oral 

First  injections  Children  & 

Y oung  Persons  ... 

72 

870 

Others 

o 

159 

Second  Injections  Children 
and  Young  Persons 

72 

651 

Others 

1 

139 

Third  injections  (all  groups) ... 

• . * 

. . . 

. . . 

73 

702 

Fourth  injections  (children 
under  12  years)  ... 

• • • 

IT 

21 

Reinforcing  Doses  after  2 or 

3 Salk  ... 

— 

669 

Thus  the  total  number  of  injections  given  was  3,442,  and 

the 

majority  of  these  were  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Health 
Department. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

(National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 — Section  27). 

The  total  number  of  vehicles  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
4 Ambulances,  and  3 Sitting  Case  Ambulances. 

The  personnel  employed  numbered  14  and  were  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  Council’s  Transport  Manager. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  this  Service 
during  the  year  : — 


Total  No. 
of 

Journeys 

No.  of 
Accident 
and  other 
Emergency 
Calls 

Total  No. 
of 

Patients 

carried 

Total 

Mileage 

Ambulances 

3426 

552 

11330 

41438 

Sitting  Ambulances 

3620 

231 

12106 

44626 

TOTALS  1963 

7046 

783 

23436 

86064 

TOTALS  1062 

7225 

823 

22084 

81759 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  was  an  increase  of  1,352  in  the 
number  of  patients  carried  as  compared  with  the  previous  year 
and  an  increase  of  4,306  miles  on  the  year’s  mileage. 

The  comparative  figures  for  mileage  for  the  years  since  1949 
are  : — 

Cars 


^Sitting 

No.  of  Patients 

Ambulances 

Ambulances 

Total 

Carried 

1949 

29,905 

58,604 

88,509 

16,440 

1950 

30,860 

48,849 

79,709 

16,561 

1951 

24,178 

46,764 

70,942 

15,441 

1952 

20,914 

48,701 

69,615 

15,597 

1953 

23,944 

52,264 

76,208 

15,557 

1954 

32,348 

49,660 

82,008 

17,802 

1955 

38,633 

45,155 

83,788 

19,839 

1956 

39,817 

39,639 

79,456 

19,410 

1957 

36,190 

41,313 

77,503 

18,921 

1958 

36,530 

41,112 

77,642 

19,310 

1959 

41,729 

41,117 

82,846 

21,336 

1960 

41,022 

38,600 

79,622 

21,051 

1961 

27,225 

*50,980 

78,205 

20,309 

1962 

34,851 

46,908 

81,759 

22,084 

1963 

41,438 

44,626 

86,064 

23,436 

OF  REMOVALS 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946— Section  28). 

A.  TUBERCULOSIS 


Tuberculosis  Visitor 

The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  is  responsible  for  the  care  and 
after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  their  own  homes.  Though 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  the  responsibility  of  clinical 
care  of  the  patients  and  control  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
tuberculosis  sanatoria,  dispensaries  and  mass  miniature  radio- 
graphy, the  domiciliary  medico-social  care  of  the  patients  and 
their  families  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  home  visits  made: — 


Home  Visiting. 

Visits  to  patients  under  domiciliar}^  treatment  ...  12.3 

Visits  to  homes  of  patients  in  Sanatoria  ...  ...  58 

Visits  to  contacts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  388 

Unsuccessful  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


Total  601 


In  addition  to  home  visiting,  the  Visitor  attends  weekly  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  at  Dewsbury  General  Hospital  and  she  also 
attends  at  Schools  when  13  year  old  children  are  Tuberculin 
tested  and  vaccinated,  she  also  makes  regular  visits  to  this  group 
of  children  in  school. 


Provision  of  Free  Milk. 

Number  of  patients  supplied  with  milk  during  the  year  50 
Number  of  pints  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  ...  13.694 


PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Dewsbury 
School  Children  born  during  1950. 

Tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  13  year  old 
children  was  done  during  the  year.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  table,  the  percentage  acceptance  by  parents  of  these 
children  was  64%.  The  figures  for  1963,  1961,  1960  and  1959 
were  62%,  62%,  45%  and  55%  respectively.  The  1963  figures 
show  again  an  improvement  over  previous  years,  being  the 
highest  rate  of  acceptance  to  date. 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

Number  of  children  born  between  1/1/50  and  31/12/50  on 
Dewsbury  schools  registers 
Total  number  of  consent  forms  received 
Percentage  acceptance 

Number  of  children  Tuberculin  tested  ...  

Number  of  children  with  positive  reaction 
Number  of  children  with  negative  reaction 
Number  of  children  vaccinated  ... 


912 

590 

64% 

587 

57 

627 

527 


(B)  ILLNESS  GENERALLY. 

Convalescent  Care. 

During  1963,  6 cases  were  afforded  convalescent  care,  on 
the  recommendation  of  their  own  doctors. 

Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment 

The  equipment  is  loaned  free  of  charge.  A deposit  is  payable 
when  the  equipment  is  issued,  this  is  returnable  if  the  article 
is  returned  in  good  condition.  Loans  of  various  items  totalled 
496  during  the  year  against  291  in  1962. 


Items  Loaned  : 


Bed  Pans 

...  143 

Urinals 

...  59 

Rubber  Sheets 

...  46 

Wheel  Chairs 

...  36 

Air  Rings 

...  46 

Bed  Cages  ... 

...  27 

Bed  Rests 

...  60 

Beds 

} 10 

Rubber  Mattresses 

...  9 

Lifting  Poles 

Fracture  Boards 

...  30 

Commodes  . . . 

...  25 

Walking  Sticks 

...  5 

TOTAL 

...  496 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Leeds 
Regional  Hospital  Board  carried  out  a survey  at  the  Municipal 
Buildings  between  26th  September  and  7th  October,  1963.  The 
following  is  the  result  of  the  survey: — 

Males  Females  Total 


Numbers  examined  by  35  mm  film 

Numbers  examined— Age  Groups 

1183 

817 

2000 

14  and  under  ... 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

181 

170 

351 

25—34  

329 

161 

490 

35—44  

295 

208 

503 

45—59  

287 

231 

518 

60  and  over 

91 

47 

138 

Totals 

Numbers  examined  by  Groups 

General  Groups  from  Industry,  Shops 

1183 

817 

2000 

and  Local  Government 

605 

384 

989 

Teachers 

Hospital  Management  Committee 

64 

53 

117 

Staffs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

40 

60 

Food  and  Drink  handlers 

24 

3 

27 

Pakistanis 

170 

— 

170 

Public  Sessions 

300 

337 

667 

Totals 

Number  of  large  film  recalls. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  : 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic,  presumed 

1183 

817 

2000 

active  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic,  presumed 

2 

— 

2 

inactive  ... 

— 

— 



Inactive,  no  further  action 

Other  abnormalities  : 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic  for  obser- 

1 

1 

vation  

1 

1 

Referred  to  General  Practitioner 

3 

3 

6 

No  action  required 

Details  of  other  abnormalities  : 

Mitral  Disease  ...  ...  3 

Cardiac  Disease  ...  ...  1 

Retrosternal  Thyroid  ...  1 

Carcinoma  Bronchus  ...  1 

Mediastinal  Tumour  ...  1 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 

REPORT  OF  WORK,  1963. 

I am  indebted  to  Miss  Fryer,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  and 
Miss  Oldroyd,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Sister  Tutor’s  Dip.,  for  the 
following  account  of  their  work  during  the  year. 

School  Health  Education. 

We  are  pleased  to  repvort  that  our  efforts  have  been  well 
received  by  the  Head  Teachers  and  staff  of  the  schools  visited. 
Active  co-operation  has  been  the  key  note  of  the  year  s work. 

Talks  to  the  school  child  have  been  augmented  by  poster 
displays  and  stencilled  drawingii.  In  order  that  a previous 
Dental  Health  Campaign  should  not  be  forgotten  refresher 
courses  have  been  held.  The  campaign  of  the  year  was  on 
Accident  Prevention,  and  the  work  carried  out  in  schools  will  be 
referred  to  under  the  separate  heading  dealing  with  this.  The 
children  of  today  are  anxious  to  display  their  skills  whether  it  be 
in  bandaging,  life  saving  or  artificial  respiration.  Only  tomorrow 
will  prove  how  well  we  have  trained  them  for  the  responsibility  of 
adult  life. 

Evening  Work  With  Social  and  Educational  Groups 

43  bookings  for  evening  lectures — discussions  were  lively 
and  interesting.  All  were  very  well  attended.  The  most  inter- 
esting being: — 

1 . The  training  and  examination  of  Girl  Air  Rangers  for  their 
Mothercraft  Bars  and  Badges. 

2.  Adult  Child  Care  Course. 

3.  The  Old  People’s  Home  Safety  Talks. 

4.  The  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  invitation  to  speak  on  Health 
and  Dairy  Products. 

5.  The  Youth  Group  requiring  a talk  and  discussion  on  Sex, 
Courtship,  Marriage. 

Each  year  we  learn  more  about  the  difficulties  of  health 
education.  After  being  invited  to  a Girls’  Friendly  Society 
Group  the  speaker  was  somewhat  nonplussed  on  arrival  to  find 
them  all  over  60  years  of  age.  On  another  occasion  a Youth 
Group  turned  out  to  be  a Young  Wives  and  Mothers  Group.  We 
do  now  make  every  endeavour  to  find  out  exactly  what  type  of 
group  and  age  range  we  are  expected  to  talk  to. 

The  Town  Centre  Display  Board 

This  site  has  been  used  once  again  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  some  of  the  more  important  aspects  of  Health 
Education.  The  emphasis  during  the  year  has  been  placed  on 
Accident  Prevention. 

The  following  subjects  were  used: — 

Dangers  to  Health  from  Smoking. 

Prevention  of  Home  Accidents. 
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How  Smoking  can  cause  Lung  Cancer: 

Part  I — Illustrations. 

Part  II — Illustrations  with  sub-titles. 

Food  Hygiene. 

Home  Safety — Focus  on  Falls. 

Prevention  of  Holiday  Accidents 

Poliomyelitis  Protection — Booster  Dose  for  children  aged 
5 years. 

Fireworks  Beware — a personal  safety  display. 

Christmas  & New  Year  Accidents — A warning  Display. 

The  display  board  was  used  on  two  occasions  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  forthcoming  events,  these  being  the 
visit  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  and  the  opening 
of  the  Home  Accident  Prevention  House. 

Work  with  Students 

Throughout  the  year  students  mainly  from  the  nursing  and 
teaching  professions  have,  as  part  of  their  practical  training, 
visited  the  department.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  help  in 
this  important  duty. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Health  Education 

1.  Courses  are  run  in  conjunction  with  the  relaxation  and 
exercise  classes  to  prepare  the  mother  for  child  care,  and  in 
addition  talks  and  film  strips  are  given  at  two  ante-natal  clinics. 

2.  In  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  we  maintain  a display  of 
suitable  literature  for  the  mothers  to  take  home  and  when  time 
allows  film  strips  and  talks  are  given  here. 

Relaxation  and  Exercise  Classes  in  preparation  for  Labour. 

273  classes  were  held  during  the  year.  673  new  attendances 
were  recorded  and  2,370  re-attendances  were  made.  The  classes 
were  held  as  far  as  possible  every  week.  Training  consists  of 
some  of  the  Helen  Heardman  exercises  for  labour  and  the  breath- 
ing exercises  according  to  the  National  Childbirth  Trust.  All 
those  who  attended  have  a course  in  child  care  and  hygiene. 

Home  Accident  Prevention  Campaign 

This  campaign  was  carried  out  by  the  Accident  Prevention 
Committee  and  thus  it  gave  the  Health  Education  Department 
the  opportunity  of  combining  not  only  with  other  departments  of 
the  local  authority  but  many  local  undertakings  who  have  a 
special  interest  in  accident  prevention.  The  Town  Centre  Dis- 
play Board  has  during  the  year  carried  six  displays  dealing  with 
accidents.  In  the  schools  children  have  been  given  talks  on  home 
accidents  and  the  younger  ones  have  had  this  augmented  by 
stencilled  drawing  which  they  have  coloured.  A leaflet  was 
written  by  the  department  dealing  with  accident  prevention  and 
this  was  given  to  each  school  child  to  take  home.  This  also 
advertised  the  opening  of  the  Home  Accident  Prevention  House 


68 


which  was  the  main  method  of  attracting  attention  to  the  cam- 
paign. Many  local  shops  agreed  to  display  posters  dealing  with 
this  subject  during  the  week  the  house  was  open,  and  pre-opening 
advertising  was  carried  out  in  the  local  papers.  It  was  fortunate 
that  the  committee  were  able  to  use  an  empty  house  on  Long- 
causeway for  this  purpose.  The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  kindly 
opened  the  exhibition  which  demonstrated  the  potential  hazards 
in  the  home  and  garden.  During  the  week  the  exhibition  was 
open  350  school  children  were  given  practical  instruction  in 
home  accident  prevention  by  the  staff  of  the  department  and 
that  of  the  Fire  Department.  Almost  3,000  people  attended  the 
exhibition.  Following  the  closing  of  the  Home  Accident  Preven- 
tion House  the  department  toured  schools  with  5 health  educa- 
tion films,  3 of  which  dealt  with  accidents  in  the  home.  This 
film  show  was  seen  by  a total  of  1,650  children  and  although 
primarily  designed  for  infant  schools,  was  seen  and  enjoyed  by  a 
few  junior  school  children. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  the  Borough  Librarian, 
for  taking  a series  of  27  slides  of  the  Home  Accident  Prevention 
House,  which  will  serve  as  a permanent  record  and  form  the 
basis  of  talks  to  be  given  to  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Associations 
and  other  groups  on  the  subject  of  “Home  Accident  Prevention”. 

Other  Activities 

Once  again  we  have  been  able  to  invite  demonstrators  from 
well-known  organisations  who  not  only  speak  to  our  groups,  but 
provide  films  which  we  would  not  otherwise  obtain. 

During  the  year  classes  have  been  given  for  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Award.  Two  members  of  the  Health  Visiting  staff 
conducted  an  examination  in  child  care. 

“Welcome  to  Citizenship”  provided  the  department  with 
an  opportunity  to  show  the  new  voters  some  aspects  of  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department. 

In  the  field  of  in-service  training  two  film  shows  were 
arranged  and  five  informal  talks  were  given  to  the  Nursing  Staff 
by  a member  of  the  Medical  Staff. 
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V.D.  Visiting  and  Social  Work. 

The  Council  joins  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council  in 
providing  the  services  of  a V.D.  Social  Worker  who  is  centred 
at  Dewsbury  General  Hospital  Treatment  Centre. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  social  worker  are  set 
out  below: — 

Defaulters  from  Treatment: — 

d'otal  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  S6 

Attended  after  visit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Not  Traced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Failed  to  attend  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  ineffective  visits  to  defaulters  ...  92 

Total  number  of  revisits  to  defaulters  ...  ...  ...  29 

Contacts  dealt  with  for  first  time: — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Attended  and  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Failed  to  attend  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ante-Natal  Positive  W.R.  investigations  ...  ...  3 

Attended  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  of  Clinic  attendances  by  social  worker  ...  86 

Total  number  of  conferences  at  County  Hall,  Wakefield, 
with  consultant  venerealogist  about  work  in  all 
districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Total  visits  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  helped  during  1963  was  odd — a 
slight  reduction  on  the  total  for  1962.  Although  this  figure  is. 
rather  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  there  have  been  more 
cases  where  help  was  necessary  daily  for  long  periods,  thus, 
reducing  the  total  number  of  cases  attended,  i.e.,  a part-time 
home  help  being  engaged  on  one  case  only,  per  week,  instead  of 
one  or  two  cases,  per  day.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  shortage  of 
hospital  accommodation,,  necessitating  home  care  whilst  awaiting 
admission;  in  addition  to  daily  care,  it  has  quite  often  been 
necessary  to  provide  a Night  Sitter  for  these  cases. 

Due  to  the  increased  demand  for  the  service  during  the  past 
year,  particularly  for  the  old  and  infirm,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  re-assess  the  need  for  help  in  long-standing  cases,  and 
wherever  possible  the  amount  of  help  allocated  has  been  reduced 
in  order  to  accommodate  more  patients  per  week.  It  has  been 
found  that  many  old  people  can  still  manage  very  well,  and  with 
few  exceptions,  the  patients  concerned  are  satisfied  with  this 
arrangement,  as  a few  hours  weekly  is  of  more  benefit  to  them 
than  more  hours  at  longer  intervals — perhaps  only  every  2 or  3 
weeks. 

The  number  of  applications  for  help  for  old  people  is 
increasing  yearly,  and  there  is  still  tremendous  pressure  on  the 
service,  many  patients  having  help  only  once  a month  as,  even 
with  the  reduction  in  time  allocated  to  some  cases,  it  is  still 
impossible  to  allow  any  more  time  for  them. 

The  establishment  of  Home  Helps  for  1963  was  the  equival- 
ent of  39  full-time  helps  and  consisted  of  10  full-time  and  46 
part-time  helps  at  the  year  end. 

An  As-sistant  Home  Help  Organiser  was  appointed  in 
December,  1963,  and  she  is  mainly  responsible  for  much  of  the 
routine  visiting  of  patients,  and  the  supervision  of  Home  Helps, 
working  in  the  various  homes — both  of  these  duties  being 
essential  in  this  work  if  the  service  is  to  be  administered  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  public. 


Cases  Helped,  1957-1963. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Maternity  Cases 

20 

26 

28 

53 

81 

73 

62 

T.B.  Cases 

3 

1 

4 

4 

3 

4 

1 

Chronic  Sick  & 

Old  Age  Cases 

274 

316 

365 

382 

415 

407 

412 

Others 

27 

17 

21 

30 

32 

31 

29 

Totals 

324 

360 

418 

469 

531 

515 

504 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  K.  Chaffer,  Senior  Mental  Welfare 
Officer,  for  the  following  report: — 

The  following  table  shows,  in  the  usual  form,  the  number  of 
persons  referred  to  the  Service  throughout  the  year  and  the 
sources  from  which  the  referrals  came: — 


M. 

I. 

P. 

P. 

S.I 

sr. 

s.s 

.N. 

To 

tals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

General  Practitioners  ... 

24 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25 

19 

Hospitals  on  discharge 
from  in-patient  treat- 
ment ... 

2 

7 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Hospitals  after  or  during 
out-patient  or  day 
treatment 

11 

26 

11 

26 

Local  Education 
Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

— 

5 

6 

Police  & Courts ... 

4 

5 

4 

5 

Other  Sources  ... 

6 

13 

1 

7 

4 

4 

1 

18 

18 

Totals 

47 

70 

1 

1 

14 

10 

5 

1 

67 

82 

149 


The  number  of  patients  under  care  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
the  type  of  care  given  is  shown  below: 


M 

.1. 

P.P. 

S.N. 

S.S.N. 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Junior  Training  Centre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

3 

7 

5 

12 

8 

Adult  Training  Centre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

11 

8 

15 

12 

Receiving  Home  Visits 
(Not  included  above) 

37 

58 

1 

2 

17 

11 

6 

3 

61 

74 

Totals 

37 

68 

1 

2 

26 

18 

24 

16 

88 

94 

182 

M.I.  . 

Mentally  111 

P.P. 

Psychopath 

S.N.  . 

Subnormal 

S.S.N.  . 

..  Severely  Subnormal 
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Community  Care. 

These  figures  show  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  volume  of 
work  over  those  of  last  3^ear.  They  provide  evidence  that  an 
expanding  demand  is  being  made  of  the  service  and  that  there  is 
an  increasing  awareness  of  the  various  ways  in  which  the  Mental 
Welfare  Officer  can  be  effective  in  the  community  care  of  the 
Mentally  disordered. 

Below,  representative  and  anonymous  cases  are  mentioned 
briefly  to  illustrate  the  sort  of  work  which  is  being  done.  As  will 
be  seen,  not  all  cases  are  dealt  with  successfully  but  even  when  it 
appears  that  the  efforts  expended  have  proved  ineffective  one 
can  never  say  that  there  has  been  no  benefit  to  the  patient.  So 
much  that  is  done  is  aimed  at  preventing  the  patient  becoming 
worse  and  the  success  or  otherwise  of  this  effort  cannot  of 
course  be  proved.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  case  of  sub- 
normal patients  where  a friendly  relationship  with  the  patient 
and  his  parents  or  relatives  can  often  keep  stable  a situation 
which  might  otherwise  became  stressful  and  result  in  behaviour 
difficulties. 

Case  1 . A youth  of  1 6 years  of  age  suffering  from  a severe  mental 
illness  has  already  had  several  periods  in  hospital  because  of 
tills.  After  each  period  of  treatment  he  has  improved  and  has 
been  discharged  home  but  during  these  times  the  parents  have 
needed  regular  support.  The  youth  has  been  unemployable  but 
he  has  been  occupied  and  .supervised  at  the  Adult  Training 
Centre  and  this  has  provided  the  mother  particularly  with  a very 
necessary  respite  from  his  care  during  the  day.  At  the  time  of 
waiting  his  illness  has  again  entered  an  acute  phase  and  he  lias 
had  to  be  re-admitted  to  hospital. 

Case  2.  A widow’er  of  68  years,  physically  handicapped  as  the 
result  of  an  accident  twenty  years  ago  and  a recent  slight  seizure, 
became  severely  depressed  and  was  admitted  to  hospital  as  a 
result  of  a suicidal  attempt. 

Following  a period  of  treatment  he  was  discharged  with 
considerable  improvement.  So  far  as  his  mental  state  was  con- 
cered,  there  was  a strong  possibihty  he  would  have  ag'ain  become 
depressed  if  he  had  returned  to  his  own  home  because  of  the 
loneliness  there.  He  was  admitted  to  one  of  the  hostels  for  the 
handicapped  and  he  has  .settled  w'ell  there  and  .shows  no  .signs  as 
yet  of  a return  of  his  depression. 

Case  3.  Sometimes  there  is  little  that  can  be  done  in  the  way  of 
psychiatric  treatment  and  the  welfare  of  the  patient  is  dependent 
solely  on  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer’s  support.  A chronically 
mentally  ill  woman  of  60  lives  the  life  of  a recluse  and  finds 
great  difficulty  in  doing  her  housework  and  the  routine  domestic 
chores.  On  a practical  level,  a home  help  is  provided  to  assist 
with  the  housework.  General  support  is  given  and  periodical 
visits  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  who  also  acts  as 
intermediary  for  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  the  payment 
of  her  rent. 
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Case  4.  Aged  persons,  suffering  from  a greater  or  lesser  degree 
of  mental  enfeeblement  take  up  an  increasing  proportion  of  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officer’s  time.  This  is  partly  because  of  the  fact 
that  more  people  are  living  longer  and  partly  because  of  the 
severe  shortage  of  hospital  beds  for  aged  persons. 

An  eighty-year  old  woman,  living  alone  was  found  to  be  very 
deluded  and  to  have  an  extremely  poor  memory.  She  w'as  in 
arrears  with  her  rent  and  her  supply  of  electricity  had  been  cut 
off  because  of  non-payment  of  her  bills.  She  was  constantly 
pestering  various  public  departments,  particularly  those  of  the 
police  and  the  G.P.O.  The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  concerned 
spent  much  time  and  effort  in  the  case  and  the  position  is  now 
quite  changed.  She  is  in  a fairly  good  financial  position,  and  lias 
no  debts,  and  most  important,  she  is  relatively  content.  She 
regards  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  with  real  affection,  as  a friend 
on  whom  she  can  rely.  With  continued  support  she  will  probably 
continue  to  live  a reasonably  happy  life  out  of  hospital. 

Case  5.  Another  type  of  problem  associated  with  the  aged, 
mentally  enfeebled  person  is  exemplified  by  the  case  of  a woman 
of  79  years  who  had  spent  long  periods  of  time  in  mental  hospitals 
and  was,  by  way  of  experiment,  discharged  home.  No  one  who 
knew  her  dared  hope  that  she  could  stay  out  of  hospital  for  very 
long.  The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  again,  has  worked  intensively 
and  with  commendable  sen.sitivity.  Visiting  frequently,  he  has 
been  able  to  establish  a good  relationship  and  the  patient  has, 
at  the  time  of  writing  been  out  of  hospital  for  eleven  months. 
There  have  been  difficulties  from  time  to  time  and  no  doubt  much 
of  the  success  in  this  case  has  been  due  to  increased  public 
tolerance  of  the  mentally  ill. 

Case  6.  A subnormal,  spastic  girl  of  eight  years  of  age  is  also 
substantially  handicapped  physically.  She  is  unable  to  stand 
unaided  and  although  she  would  have  benefiitted  by  attendance 
at  the  Junior  Training  Centre,  she  was  not  able  to  do  so.  After 
considerable  investigation,  a suitable  apparatus  wars  purchased 
for  her  use  and  she  can  now  attend  the  Centre  and  propels  herself 
with  this  aid.  She  benefits  greatly  from  the  training  and  the 
.social  contact  with  the  other  children. 

Case  7.  A subnormal  youth  of  1 7 years  of  age  who  is  also  under 
the  care  of  the  Children’s  Department  proved  to  be  unemploy- 
able and  was  occupied  for  some  time  at  the  Training  Centre.  He 
was  in  repeated  trouble  with  the  police  and  had  several  appear- 
ances in  Court  for  petty  larceny.  On  his  last  appearance  he  was 
again  placed  on  probation  wdth  a condition  attached  that  he 
should  reside  in  a hospital  for  the  subnormal,  pending  the  efforts 
being  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  to  secure  a place  for 
him  in  a village  community  for  the  mentally  handicapped. 

Co-operation  with  the  hospital  service  has  been  consolidated 
and  improved  upon  during  the  year.  The  Senior  Mental  W elfare 
Officer  has  continued  attendance  at  the  twa)  psychiatric  clinics 
held  weekly  at  the  Dewsbury  General  Hospital.  The  Mental 
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Welfare  Officers  have  attended  regularly  at  case  conferences  held 
at  Storthes  Hall  Hospital.  Suitable  arrangements  to  ensure 
continuity  of  care  without  duplication  of  efforts  have  been  made 
with  the  hospital  social  workers. 

Mr.  J.  Falkingham,  a Mental  W elfare  Officer  of  long  experi- 
ence joined  the  staff  in  a full-time  capacity  in  February  and  Mr. 
Roberts  and  Mr.  Wilman  ceased  to  work  half-time  as  Mental 
W'elfare  Officers  but  remained  on  stand-by  duty  from  the 
beginning  of  April.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  arrangements  were 
already  under  way  for  bringing  the  establishment  up  to  three 
full-time  officers. 

As  in  previous  years,  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
hospital  service  for  the  short  term  accommodation  of  certain 
severely  subnormal  persons  during  the  Summer  months  thereby 
providing  a short  period  of  change  for  the  patient  and  one  of 
relief  and  respite  from  responsibility  for  the  parent. 

Again,  this  year,  the  use  of  compulsory  powers  has  been  kept 
to  a minimum.  Most  of  the  hospital  admissions  in  which  the 
Mental  W^elfare  Officers  have  been  involved  have  been  effected 
informally  though  of  course,  there  is  always  a proportion  where 
this  is  impK>ssible.  There  are  no  cases  under  guardianship. 

Lectures. 

During  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March 
another  series  of  lectures  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall.  As  in  the 
past,  this  was  arranged  primarily  for  members  of  professional 
groups  in  the  area.  The  aim  of  these  lectures  is  to  stimulate 
those  engaged  in  human  relationships  as  part  of  their  day-to-day 
work  to  view  their  work  again  with  increasing  insight  and  as  a 
result  to  express  through  it  some  of  the  basic  requirements  of 
mental  health.  These  series  have,  in  the  past  been  arranged 
under  a general  heading  each  year  and  on  tliis  occasion  they  were 
concerned  wdth  the  subject  of  “Discipline  and  Freedom  . The 
contrasting  views  on  this  topic  w'ere  dealt  with  by  successive 
lecturers  and  each  stimulated  considerable  discussion.  Mental 
health  education  is  notoriously  difficult  to  attempt  but  it  is  felt 
that  increasing  the  awareness  of  professional  workers  in  the 
social,  educational  and  medical  spheres  is,  though  indirect, 
perhaps  the  best  way  of  doing  so.  The  audiences  at  each  of  these 
lectures  were  in  the  region  of  100 — 150. 

Adult  Training  Centre. 

The  work  provided  at  the  Adult  Training  Centre  has  con- 
tinued to  be  supplied,  mainly  by  Messrs.  Birkby’s  the  plastic 
manufacturers.  This  work  consists  of  fettling  small  plastic 
components  and  is  admirably  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  young 
people  engaged.  By  arrangement  with  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  each  is  allowed  to  earn  a certain  sum  without  prejudice 
to  his  statutory  benefit.  Also,  some  of  the  young  men  have 
been  engaged  in  the  dismantling  of  disused  electricity  meters  for 


scrap.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  during  a period  when  there 
was  a falling  off  of  work  from  Birkbys  a number  of  the  girls 
made  various  articles  for  sale  as  Christmas  presents.  Although 
the  number  of  young  people  over  the  age  of  10  years  attending 
has  increased  by  only  two  over  the  previous  year,  there  has  been 
a greater  increase  in  the  number  of  those  engaged  in  the  work- 
room and  pressure  on  the  existing  space  is  increasing.  This  over- 
crowding is  made  more  severe  by  the  need  to  preserve  the  dis- 
mantling work  as  a second  occupation  on  which  to  fall  back. 
The  plastic  working  takes  up  little  space  but  the  meter  dismant- 
ling needs  a fair  amount  of  both  bench  and  floor  space.  An 
influx  of  more  adult  subnormal  people  for  occupation  when  the 
hostel  comes  into  use  will  need  further  thought  to  be  given  to 
the  possibility  of  providing  more  space,  perhaps  by  the  provision 
of  new  and  separate  accommodation  for  the  adults. 


Junior  Training  Centre. 

The  usual  activities  have  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
regular  meetings  of  the  parent’s  association  have  taken  place. 
This  association  provides  a most  valuable  help,  not  only  in 
providing  additional  amenities  but  also  in  giving  the  parents  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  their  peculiar  problems  between  them- 
selves. Doing  so  makes  each  aware  that  there  are  others,  facing 
similar  difficulties  and  this  alone,  apart  from  any  other  benefit 
is  most  valuable.  Throughout  the  year,  parents,  through  the  med- 
ium of  the  association  provided  practical  help  in  the  way  of  a day’s 
outing  for  all  the  children  and  young  people  to  Bridlington  and 
assistance  at  the  Christmas  parties.  They  had  two  evening 
social  events  with  the  staff  and  these  informal  meetings  have  still 
further  helped  to  increa.se  the  already  wide  area  of  co-operation 
existing. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  an  assistant  supervisor  who  has  worked  at 
the  Centre  for  many  years  resigned  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
to  take  up  a similar  appointment  elsewhere  and  she  will  be  greatly 
missed  both  by  the  young  people  and  her  colleagues  alike.  At 
the  time  of  writing  her  position  has  been  filled. 

Ihe  usual  visits  of  observation  have  been  made  by  various 
students.  Two  trainees  from  the  officially  recognised  training 
course  for  teachers  of  the  mentally  handicapped  also  did  the  six 
weeks  practical  part  of  their  training  under  Miss  Byrne’s  super- 
vision and  guidance.  Ihe  Annual  open  day  and  Harvest  Festival 
was  held  in  October.  Redecorations  in  a substantial  part  of  the 
buildings  and  the  addition  of  roof  lights  in  the  Nursery  room 
have  added  considerably  to  the  already  bright  atmosphere  of  the 
Centre. 

1 he  school  meals  service  has  continued  to  provide  milk  and 
mid-day  meals  and  the  facilities  of  the  school  health  service 
have  been  available. 
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A word  should  be  said  in  recognition  of  the  devoted  staff  who 
work  under  the  capable  direction  of  Miss  Byrne,  the  supervisor 
of  the  centre.  The  daily  care  and  training  of  subnormal  and 
severely  subnormal  children  is  extremely  arduous  work,  caUing 
for  great  skill  and  patience  and  these  quahties,  shown  in  such 
great  measure  have  been  the  main  factor  in  making  the  Training 
Centre  a most  happy  place. 

Residential  Accommodation. 

Building  operations  have  now  commenced  on  the  hostel 
planned  for  providing  a home  for  sixteen  subnormal  persons.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  might  be  in  operation  and  fulfilling  its  much 
needed  purpose  early  in  1965. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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The  Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 
to  Hospital 
or 

occurring 
in  Hosiptal 

Total 

Deaths 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

4 

40t 

Measles 

308 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

42 

5 

— 

Para-typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

1 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

16 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (N.P.)* 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (P.)t 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

1 

1 

390 

23 

40 

tSome  cases  of  pneumonia  are  not  notifiable.  The  deaths 
from  pneumonia  are  not  related  to  the  notifications. 

♦Non-paralytic.  J Paralytic. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  TWELVE  MONTHS 

OF  THE  YEAR  1963. 


CO 


s 


I 
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Tuberculosis. 


Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  at 

the  end 

Of  1963. 

M 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ..  ...  106 

35 

141 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  33 

9 

42 

139 

44 

183 

Summary  In  Age  Groups. 


Age 

Pulmonar 

y 

No 

n-Pulmon 

ary 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0 — 6 ...  ... 

_ 

- - 

1 

1 

2 

6—16 

1 

9 

10 

3 

2 

5 

16—26 

19 

8 

27 

3 

1 

4 

26—36  

27 

5 

32 

11 

— 

11 

36—46  

19 

4 

23 

11 

1 

12 

46—66  

16 

6 

22 

1 

— 

1 

66—66  

15 

3 

18 

2 

2 

4 

66  upwards 

9 

— 

9 

1 

2 

3 

Totals 

106 

35 

141 

33 

9 

42 

Tuberculosis  Mortality  1963. 


Mortality  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  : — 0.04  per  1,000  population. 
Mortality  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  : — 0*00  per  1,000  population. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  voluntarily  notifiable  in 
Dewsbury  from  1907  and  compulsorily  notifiable  throughout  the 
country  from  1912.  The  following  table  shows  the  decline  in 
the  notifications  and  deaths  from  1912  to  the  present  time. 


Tuberculosis. 


. 

Notifications 

Deaths 

lYear 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

12—1015 

107*5 

31*7 

139*2 

61*8 

16*8 

68-0 

verage) 

6—1920 

97*4 

15*6 

113 

42*4 

11*6 

64 

verage) 

1—1925 

13*6 

9*4 

63 

33*0 

9*2 

42*8 

verage) 

6—1930 

38*6 

15*2 

53*8 

36*6 

9*4 

40 

verage) 

1—1936 

41*4 

18*8 

60*2 

32*2 

7*4 

39*6 

trerage) 

0—1940 

46 

21-0 

66*0 

‘>‘>•8 

O 

6*8 

28*6 

/erage) 

1—1945 

31*4 

12*0 

44 

20*0 

9*0 

29*0 

/erage) 

6—1950 

24-8 

16 

40*8 

14 

5 

19 

/erage) 

1—195.5 

22-8 

9-8 

32*6 

9*6 

0-6 

10 

/erago) 

1930 

42 

23 

66 

24 

12 

1937 

65 

22 

77 

22 

8 

30 

1938 

f.l 

29 

80 

16 

6 

22 

1039 

32 

15 

47 

25 

2 

27 

1940 

45 

19 

64 

27 

1 

28 

1941 

39 

19 

58 

28 

6 

34 

1942 

31 

4 

35 

19 

15 

34 

1943 

32 

10 

42 

20 

11 

31 

1944 

29 

11 

40 

16 

5 

21 

1915 

26 

19 

45 

20 

8 

28 

1940 

20 

12 

32 

J 1 

5 

10 

1947 

31 

15 

40 

19 

9 

28 

1048 

22 

18 

40 

13 

5 

18 

1949 

26 

20 

46 

12 

6 

18 

1950 

25 

15 

40 

15 

- . . 

15 

1951 

31 

8 

39 

17 

17 

1962 

26 

9 

34 

12 

1 

13 

1953 

30 

17 

47 

7 

1 

8 

1954 

8 

6 

14 

8 

1 

0 

.955 

20 

9 

29 

i 

4 

956 

22 

7 

29 

4 

o 

w 

0 

1957 

14 

8 

9‘> 

2 

1 

3 

i 958 

17 

9 

26 

4 



4 

959 

23 

5 

28 

2 

1 

3 

960 

14 

5 

19 

3 

3 

961 

17 

1 1 

28 

3 

1 

4 

962 

33 

18 

51 

5 

5 

963 

37 

10 

47 

o 

— 

2 

During  1!)C.3,  2 persons  died  from  the  disease,  and  18  were 
removed  from  tlie  register  as  recovered.  36  patients  received 

treatment  in  sanatoria  and  the  number  of  persons 

vaccinated 

under  the  contact  scheme  with  R.C.Ci.  was  51. 

7 were  removed  from  the  Register  “Lost  sight 
“Tmnsferred’’  or  rctmned  to  Pakistan. 

of’’  and  12 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Treatment  of  this  disease  was  carried  out  at  the  Special 
Treatment  Centre  at  Dewsbury  General  Hospital. 


The  following  table  shows  the  services  rendered  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the 
area  in  which  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  resided. 


Name  of  County  or  County  Borough 

Dewsbury 

West  Riding 

Total 

Number  of  cases  from  each  area  : — 

Syphilis 

3 

7 

10 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

47 

30 

77 

Other  conditions 

104 

85 

189 

Totals  

154 

122 

276 

Food  Poisoning 

The  annual  return  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1963,  is 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING 

1.  Local  Authority — Dewsbury  C.B.  Year  1963. 

2.  (a)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  as  returned  to  Registrar 

General  : — 

Is/  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  ^rd  Quarter  ^th  Quarter  Total 
— 6 — 17 

(6)  Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained.  Nil. 

(c)  Fatal  Cases.  Nil. 

3.  Particulars  of  Outbreaks.  Nil. 

4.  Single  Cases.  Agent  Salmonella  Typhimurium  6 

Agent  Salmonella  Concord  1 

5.  Salmonella  Infections,  not  Food  Borne.  Nil. 
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Cancer. 


No.  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1963  ...  ...  ...  115 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  2*13 


Deaths  from  Cancer  in  Age  Groups  : — 


Under  35  years 
35 — 44  years  . 
45 — 54  years  . 
55 — 64  years  . 
65 — 74  years 
Over  75  years  . 


Males  Females  Total 


1 

3 

4 

9 

5 

14 

19 

10 

29 

18 

18 

36 

12 

20 

32 

59 

56 

115 

Cancer  Deaths  1951-63. 


Year 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths 
from  Cancer 

All  sites 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung 

Total 

Males 

Females 

1951 

106 

12 

10 

2 

1952 

116 

17 

15 

2 

1953 

104 

20 

16 

4 

1954 

119 

19 

18 

1 

1955 

97 

11 

10 

1 

1956 

113 

24 

21 

3 

1957 

117 

22 

21 

1 

1958 

135 

24 

21 

3 

19.59 

109 

20 

16 

4 

1960 

120 

22 

21 

1 

1961 

117 

21 

19 

2 

1962 

137 

36 

31 

5 

1963 

115 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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Public  Health  Inspector's  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 
Halifax  Road, 
Dewsbury. 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1S63. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 

County  Borough  of  Dewsbury, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I submit  to  you  my  Annual 
Repxirt  and  record  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector's  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1968. 

This  being  my  twenty-fifth  annual  report  I think  it  appro- 
priate to  review  the  changes  made  during  that  time. 

The  clearing  away  of  substandard  dwellings  and  the  raising 
of  housing  standards  in  general  is  an  outstanding  improvement. 
The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  within  the  Borough  since 
1955  is  1978.  Slum  Clearance  proceeds  as  quickly  as  possible  and 
during  the  year,  150  houses  were  demolished.  The  total  number 
of  persons  rehoused  was  688  which  consisted  of  201  families  and 
single  persons.  Fourteen  houses  were  clo.sed  during  the  year. 

There  were  262  closets  on  the  Conservancy  System  in  1939 
and  today  the  figure  is  66.  In  addition  to  these,  there  are  now 
only  59  ashpits,  all  of  which  are  mainly  in  the  Briestfield  area 
which  is  unsewered.  It  is  regretted  that  these  conditions  will 
prevail  until  such  times  as  this  district  is  provided  with  a sewer. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  6 inspections  were  made  to 
canal  boats  in  1939.  This  service  is  not  necessary  in  this  area 
now  as  all  canal  transport  is  done  by  "Fly  Boats"  at  the  present 
time. 

The  advent  of  D.D.T.  Gammexane  and  such  insecticides 
plus  the  advance  in  Hygiene  and  cleanliness  has  done  a great 
deal  to  eradicate  bed  bugs,  fleas,  etc.,  which  used  to  be  very 
common  indeed  years  go. 

Meat  inspection  today  is  concentrated  in  three  premises 
within  the  County  Borough  as  against  26  private  slaughterhouses 
in  1939.  This  year,  1963,  saw  for  the  first  time,  a charge  levied 
for  meat  inspection. 

Some  disapproval  against  the  charges  made  for  meat 
inspection  have  been  voiced  by  two  of  the  local  wholesalers, 
mainly  because  these  charges  were  the  maximum  permitted  by 
the  Regulations.  Nevertheless,  these  charges  only  cover  the 
actual  cost  calculated  in  Inspector’s  time  for  the  initial 
inspection. 
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The  incidence  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis  in  slaughterhouses  has 
decreased  so  much  that  it  is  very  rare  for  a whole  carcase  to  be 
condemned.  It  would  appear  that  pigs  are  the  most  common 
animals  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis,  this  being  of  the  avian 
type. 

The  pattern  of  milk  sampling  has  changed — in  1939  we  had 
48  producers  and  cowkeepers  registered  together  with  181  retail 
purveyors. 

After  the  war,  the  supervision  of  milk  production  was  taken 
over  from  the  Local  Authorities  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

Today  all  milk  is  produced  from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds 
and  all  milk  sold  in  this  area  is  pasteurised  unless  it  is  bottled  on 
the  farm  premises  at  which  it  is  produced. 

Atmospheric  pollution  by  smoke  from  both  industrial  and 
domestic  sources  has  long  been  a serious  Public  Health  nuisance. 
Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  industrial 
smoke  was  controlled  by  bye-laws  made  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  a contravention  of  such  bye-laws  constituted  a 
statutory  nuisance.  The  bye-laws  for  the  County  Borough  of 
Dewsbury  allowed  for  an  emission  of  black  smoke  not  to  exceed 
3 minutes  in  any  half  hour.  These  powers  were  not  very  strong 
and  were  difficult  to  enforce. 

Two  years  after  the  introduction  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
regulations  were  made  to  control  industrial  smoke  still  further 
and  were  more  stringent  than  any  previous  legislation.  These  are 
known  as  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958. 
Under  these  regulations  not  only  is  it  an  offence  for  black  smoke 
to  be  emitted  in  excess  of  specific  periods  but  also,  emission  of 
dark  smoke  in  excess  of  certain  periods  spread  over  8 hours  in 
each  day  also  becomes  an  offence.  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
resulting  from  the  strict  enforcement  of  these  regulations,  the 
industrial  smoke  problem  in  Dewsbury  has  been  almost  com- 
pletely resolved. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  are  no  “Hand  fired’’  industrial 
boilers  in  operation  within  the  district  at  the  present  time.  It 
must  be  appreciated  however  that  “mechanical  stokers’’  are  not 
infallible  and  some  smoke  will  be  seen  from  factory  chimne^^s 
from  time  to  time.  I would  also  mention  that  the  Electricity 
Board  have  co-operated  with  the  Local  Authority  in  so  far  as 
they  have  constructed  a new  400  ft.  high  concrete  chimney  at 
the  Thornhill  Power  Station.  This  chimney  receives  the  waste 
gasses  from  8 chain  grate  stokers  which  previously  discharged  at 
low  level  from  8 metal  chimney  stacks.  The  new  stack  now  dis- 
charges all  gases  at  a much  higher  level  which  gives  a more  rapid 
diminution  of  these  gases  and  therefore  lessens  the  ground  level 
concentration  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  (S.O.2). 

In  addition  to  the  reduction  of  industrial  smoke  pollution  a 
good  start  has  l:)een  made  to  resolve  the  domestic  smoke  problem. 
There  are  now  5 Smoke  Control  Orders  confirmed  by  the  Minister, 
four  of  which  are  in  operation.  A start  has  been  made  on  the 
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survey  of  the  Thornhill  area  with  a view  to  making  this  large 
district  smoke  controlled  at  an  early  date.  The  general  public 
were  a little  apprehensive  at  first  on  the  changes  needed  to  con- 
form to  Smoke  Control  Orders,  but  after  a little  while,  the 
majority  accepted  the  new  appliances  and  wonder  why  they  put 
up  with  the  older  methods  of  heating  for  so  long.  I trust  that 
“Smoke  Control"  will  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  enable 
our  programme  for  completion  to  be  achieved  before  our  target 
date  of  1975. 

New  legislation  enacted  during  the  year  includes  the  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  the  Animal  Boarding  Establish- 
ments Act,  1963  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963. 

Only  one  Animal  Boarding  Establishment  exists  within  this 
area  and  will  have  to  be  registered  from  1st  January,  1964.  The 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  will  not  become  opera- 
tive until  1964  and  I can  envisage  a considerable  amount  of  extra 
work  being  placed  on  this  Department.  This  Act  is  the  Govern- 
ment's first  serious  attempt  to  safeguard  the  Health  and  Welfare 
of  the  so-called  “White  Collar"  workers  and  they  appear  very 
determined  to  .see  that  enforcement  is  carried  out  100  per  cent. 

Once  again  I must  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  their 
valued  help  and  support  during  the  year.  I would  record  my 
thanks  also  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  most  valuable 
assistance  and  support  and  to  the  staff  of  Inspectors,  clerks  and 
workmen,  I record  my  thanks  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  their  duties. 

1 remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HAWORTH.  M.A.P.H.I., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Staff. 

The  inspectorial  staff  comprises  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  five  District 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  one  student  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  a Technical  Ofiicer  (Smoke  Control). 

The  remaining  staff  consists  of  three  female  clerks  and  two 
van  drivers/disinfestors.  There  were  no  changes  in  staff  during 
the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  statutory  qualifications  held  by  all  the 
District  Public  Health  Inspectors,  they  also  hold  the  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods,  whilst  additional  qualifications  held  include: — 

Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works: 

Sanitary  and  Domestic  Engineering  Certificate:  and 

Smoke  In.spector’s  Diploma. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  Food  premises  in  the  Area,  by  type  of  business 

Butchers 

58 

Bakers  & Pastry  Cooks 

Cafes,  Food  Preparing  Premises  and 

19 

Confectioners 

21 

Dairies  & Milk  Shops 

227 

Fishmongers  ... 

11 

Tripe  Shops  ... 

2 

Fish  Fryers  ... 

50 

Fish,  fruit  and  greengrocers 

39 

Grocers  & Provision  Dealers 

140 

Health  Food  Stores  ... 

2 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

284 

Snack  Bars  ... 

13 

General,  mixed  and  off  licence 

73 

2.  Number  of  Food  premises  registered  under — 

(а)  Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1955  415 

(б)  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1960  : — 

(Premises  and  Persons)  ...  ...  227 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  : — 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Preserved  Foods,  A'c.  ...  ...  326 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  86 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  above  regulations  have  been  rigourously  enforci^d 
resulting  in  a high  standard  of  hygiene  in  all  food  premises. 

Food  & Drugs  Act — letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

4.  Educational  Aclivities  : — 

The  personal  approach  to  traders  and  employees  regarding 
the  handling  and  storage  of  food  has  been  maintained  satis- 
factorily by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

5.  Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  : — ■ 

Condemned  foods  are  collected  and  removed  for  disposal 
to  the  Corporation’s  Destructor  Plant. 

6.  Special  examination  of  a stock  or  consignment  : — 

No  examination  was  called  for  during  the  year. 


Adulteration. 

The  recognised  minimum  rate  of  sampling  is  three  samples 
per  1,000  population  per  annum,  so  taking  the  population  of 
Dewsbury  as  50,000  approximately,  this  gives  a total  number  of 
150  samples  per  year. 
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As  it  is  the  practice  in  Dewsbury  to  take  more  than  the 
minimum  rate,  during  1963  there  were  237  samples  taken  for 
chemical  analysis,  of  which  230  were  reported  genuine  and  7 
adulterated,  giving  a percentage  adulteration  of  3-0%, 

148  visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  samples,  giving  a rate  of  4 *8  samples  per  1,000  population. 


Number  of  samples  taken  during  the  past  five  years  : — 


Suggested 

Guide  Rate  1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

150  215 

283 

214 

280 

237 

Taking  the  population  as  60,000  approximately,  the 
per  1,000  : 

rate 

Suggested 

Guide  Rate  1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

3 0 4*3 

5-6 

4-3 

5.6 

4-8 

The  results  of  the  analysis  of  samples  : — 
Milk : 

1959 

1960  1961 

1962 

1963 

Number  taken 

73 

167  137 

154 

101 

Number  adulterated  ... 

1 

24  5 

16 

3 

Percentage  adulterated 

1-4 

14-3  3-6 

10-4 

2-9 

I 

i 


01 


I 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Examination. 


Article 

Sample] 

Taken 

InformaU 
Genuine  Adult'c 

Formal 

1 Genuine  Adult’c 

Total 

Genuine  AduU'd 

Milk  

1 101 

1 98  1 

— 2 

1 98  3 

Rum 

! 1 



1 — 

1 — 

Whisky 

I 1 

— — 

1 — 

1 — 

Gin  ... 

2 



2 — 

2 — 

Brandy 

1 



1 — 

! 1 — 

Bitter  Beer 

1 1 



1 — 

i 1 — 

Ice  Cream  ... 

1 10 

15  1 



1 15  1 

Pork  Sausage 

1 14 

13  1 

— — 

1 13  1 

Steak  & Kidney  Pic 

1 

— I 



i — 1 

Meat  Pie 

4 

3 1 



3 1 

Cream  Puff 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Cream 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Butter 

1 4 

4 — 



4 — 

Margarine  ... 

3 

3 — 



— 

Lard 

3 

3 — 



3 — 

Corn  Oil 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Beef  Sausage 

11 

11  — 



11  — 

Sausage 

1 

I - 

— — 

1 — 

Tomato  Sausage  ... 

1 

1 



1 — 

Beef  & I’ork  Sausage 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

I^ork  Sausage  Meat 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Jellied  Meat 

2 

2 



2 — 

Potted  Meat 

lo 

15  — 



15  — 

Beef  Paste  ... 

2 

2 _ 



2 

Potted  Beef 

1 

1 — 

1 — 

Brawn 

2 

^ 



2 

Chicken  Fillets 

1 

1 



1 — 

Steak  Pie  ... 

1 

1 — 

— 

1 — 

Pork  Pie 

1 

1 — 

1 — 

Polony 

5 

5 — 



h — 

Fish  Cakes  ... 

1 

1 — 

1 — 

Lobster  Paste 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Chicken  Soup 

1 

1 — 

1 -- 

Marmalade 

2 

2 

__  _ 

2 

Jam  

0 

0 — 

0 — 

Lemon  Cheese 

2 





2 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

1 — 

1 — 

Jelly  

2 

2 

2 

Blackberries  in  Syrup 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Self  raising  flour  ... 

i 

1 — 



1 — 

Flour  

3 

3 — 



3 — 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 — 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

1 — 

j 

1 — 

Piccalilli 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 — 

Tomato  Ketchup  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 — 

Pepper 

1 

I ~ 



1 — 

Flavouring 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Colouring  ... 

2 

2 -- 

— — — 

2 

Ice  Lolly  Syrup 

1 

1 — 

- - ___ 

1 — 

Yeast 

1 

1 — 

1 

Cinnamon  ... 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Instant  Coffee 

1 

1 — 

1 

Tomato  Juice 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Whisky  Ciriano  Drink 

1 

1 — 



1 — 

Pure  Sherry  Essence 

1 

1 — 

— — 

1 — 

Total  ...  ...  i 

1 

237 

224  5 

6 2 

1 

230  7 
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Particulars  of  Adulteration. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Article 

Adulteration  or  Offence 

2611 

Milk 

Contained  only  95-00%  of  the  minimum 
amount  of  fat  required 

2623 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  4-00%  fat 

2750 

Steak  & Kidney  Pie 

Contained  only  20-60%  meat 

2751 

Meat  Pie 

Contained  only  21-00%  meat 

2753 

Pork  Sausage 

Contained  only  60-90%  meat 

2769 

Milk 

Contained  5-40%  added  water 

2700 

Milk 

Contained  3-90%  added  water 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Within  the  County  Borough  of  Dewsbury,  100  per  cent, 
inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  took  place  at  the  three 
private  slaughterhouses.  The  District  Public  Health  Inspectors 
carry  out  Sunday  meat  inspection  at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses 
by  working  a rota  duty. 

This  year,  526  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses,  and 
3 tons,  12  cwts.,  3 qrs.,  3 lbs.  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned 
and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  food.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  was  1,408  cattle  other  than  cows,  135  cows,  32  calves, 
5,126  sheep  and  4,315  pigs.  There  were  no  horses  slaughtered 
within  the  Borough.  This  Department  collects  and  disposes  of 
by  incineration  all  offals  and  small  quantities  of  meat  which  the 
occupiers  of  the  slaughterhouses  surrender,  but  carcases  found 
to  be  unfit  for  food  are  dyed  by  the  Inspectors  before  being  sold  ^ 
to  manufacturers  of  non-edible  products.  ■ 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  In  Part. 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

1408 

135 

32 

5126 

4315 

Number  inspected 

1408 

135 

32 

5126 

4315 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis & Cysticercl  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

1 



2 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

0-007 

— 

— 

— 

0-014 

Cystlcercosis  ; 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation ... 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  conditions 

Whole  carcases  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

192 

18 

2 

30 

292 

No.  of  inspections  of  meat  shops  and  meat  stalls  ...  318 

No.  of  inspections  of  food  preparers  (meat)  70 

No.  of  Licences  to  slaughter  animals  held  on  31st  Dec. 

1963 


18 
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Other  Foods 


Number  of  visits  to  other  Food  Premises 

.371 

* » 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops 

107 

,,  Bakehouses 

124 

„ Food  Preparers  (other  than  meat) 

101 

Total  703 

Particulars  of  other  food  surrendered  as 

unfit  for  food  of 

man 


Tinned  Food — 


Fruit 

126  tins 

Meat 

301  „ 

Vegetables 

27 

Soup 

23  „ 

Milk  

44  .. 

Fish  

43  „ 

Other  Foods 

300 

Other  Foods — 

Plums 

9 trays 

Peaches  ... 

19 

Cabbages 

24  crates 

Yams 

47  cwts. 

Potatoes 

84  lbs. 

Ice  Cream 

66  gallons 

Jam  

19  jars 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

Honey 

1 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


No.  of  Distributors  39 

„ Dairy  Premises  12 

„ Inspections  of  Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  . . . 86 

The  number  of  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  1960,  held  at  31st  December,  1963.  was: — 

Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  Licences  2 

Dealers  Licences  (Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested  & 
Sterilised)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Dealers  Licences  (Pasteurised  & Tuberculin  Tested)  ...  5 

Dealers  Licences  (Tuberculin  Tested  only)  ...  ...  1 

Dealers  Licences  (Sterilised  only)  ...  ...  ...  176 

Chemical  Analysis. 

The  legal  requirement  for  milk  is  a minimum  content  of 
3-0%  butter  fat  and  8*5%  solids  not  fat.  101  samples  were 
taken  during  1963,  of  which  98  were  reported  to  be  genuine  and 
3 adulterated. 


Month 

Number 
of  samples 
taken 

Average 

Results. 

Number 

adulterated 

Fat 

Solids  not  fat 

January 

(j 

3-65 

8-96 

February 

12 

3-71 

8*96 

— 

March 

12 

3-59 

8-87 

— 

May 

10 

3-78 

8-74 

1 

July  

12 

3*58 

8-74 

— 

August 

12 

3-72 

8*84 

— 

September  ... 

13 

3-90 

8-73 

— 

October 

12 

3-70 

8-81 

— 

December  ... 

12 

4-00 

8-89 

2 

Total 

101 

3-74 

8-85 

3 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Samples  of  milk  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Wakefield  for  routine  examination.  212  samples  were  reported 
as  satisfactory  after  the  prescribed  tests  and  6 unsatisfactory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  types  of  examination  carried 
out  and  the  results  ; appropriate  action  was  taken  where 
unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained. 


Type  of  Test 

' 

Designation 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosph- 

atase 

Turbidity 

Biological 

S.  N.S. 

S.  N.S. 

S.  N.S. 

S.  N.S. 

Raw  Milk  ... 
Tuberculin  Tested 

28  0 

— — 

— — 

34  — 

(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

Pasteurised... 

28  — 

57  — 

57  — 

— — 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

Sterilised 

55  — 

55  — 

10  — 

— — 

I 


ICE  CREAM. 

During  the  year,  frequent  sampling  of  ice  cream  continued 
and  the  standard  of  5-0%  milk  fat  still  remains.  Of  the  16 
samples  taken  this  year,  only  one  sample  fell  below  the  standard 
with  a fat  content  of  4-00%. 
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1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Fat  Content 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

0- 0%  to  0-9% 

1- 0%  to  l-90/o 

2- 0%  to  2-9% 

1 

6-5 

1 

5-9 

3*0%  to  3'9o/o 

— 

— 

1 

6-5 

1 

5-9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4*0%  to  4-9% 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5-9 

— 

— 

1 

6-2 

5*0%  and  over 

13 

100 

13 

87-0 

14 

82-3 

19 

100 

15 

93*8 

The  Public  Analj^st  reported  on  tne  samples  taken  during 
1963  as  follows: — 


Month 

No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Not  satisfactory 

May 

3 

3 

— 

June 

4 

3 

1 

July 

3 

3 

— 

August 

3 

3 

— 

September  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Total 

16 

15 

1 

Baeteriologloal  Analysis. 

In  Dewsbury  there  are  3 ice  cream  producers,  each  having 
their  own  manufacturing  premises,  and  production  is  controlled 
by  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  grades  given  to  samples  of  ice  cream  are  based  on  the 
time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue  in  the  laboratory  and  are 
as  follows  : — 

Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue. 

...  4^  hours  or  more 

...  2|  to  4 hours 

J to  2 hours 
0 

Judgment  of  bacteriological  cleanliness  is  based  on  a series 
of  samples — too  much  attention  to  any  one  sample  is  useless  for 
technical  reasons.  It  has  been  suggested  that  over  a minimum 
period  of  6 months,  50%  of  a vendor’s  samples  should  be  Grade 
1,  80%  in  Grades  1 and  2,  not  more  than  20%  in  Grade  3 and 
none  in  Grade  4. 

The  Graded  results  of  the  samples  of  ice  cream  are  as 
follows: — 

Manufactured  in  Dewsbury — 

Number  of  Premises  3.  Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

Methylene  Blue  Test  ...  15  — — 1 

Number  of  Samples — 16  15 


Grade  1 
..  2 

..  3 

4 


1 
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Table  showing  a monthly  analysis  of  ice  cream  samples  : — 


Month  ! 

No.  of 
Samples 

Meth.  Blue  Test 
Grades 

1.  2.  3.  4. 

May  ... 

3 

3 - - - 

June 

4 

3 — — 1 

July 

3 

3 — — — 

August 

3 

3 — — — 

September 

3 

3 — — — 

Total 

16 

15  — — 1 

GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Analysis  of  Inspections. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  varied  nature  of  the 
visits  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  under  the  heading 
of  general  sanitary  administration. 

Primary  Re-  Total 
Nat  ure  oi  Inspection.  Insp’ns  Inspections  Visits 


Housing  Conditions  : 

Dwellinghouse  inspections — 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 
,,  Housing  Acts... 

Housing  Acts  (overcrowded) 
Housing  Acts  (classifications) 

,,  Housing  Acts  (clearance  areas) 

,,  Housing  Acts  (Individual  Unfit) 

Re  Accumulations 
Re  Cellars  Flooding  ... 

Re  Yards,  Courts.  Passages,  &c. 

Re  Water  Supply 
Inspections  for  the  M.O.H.  ... 

Visits  to  : 

Schools  ... 

Entertainment  Places... 

Piggeries  

Public  Conveniences  ... 

Street  Gullies  and  Sewers 
Market  Stalls 
Stable  Premises 
Animals  and  Birds 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Refuse  Tips 
Pet  Shops 

Common-lodging-houses 
Offensive  Trades 

Miscellaneous 

IntfTviev.'s  (Owners,  etc.)  ... 

Visits  for  Water  Sampling 


1130 

365 

99 

60 

54 

1 

68 

99 

26 

243 

66 


32 

13 

14 
90 
75 

412 

8 

41 

49 

21 

14 
4 

15 

1948 

630 

193 


21 19 
269 
1 
3 

26 

18 

52 

21 

258 


6 

12 

75 

1 

14 

94 

1 

4 


3249 

634 

100 

63 

80 

I 

86 

151 

47 

501 

66 


38 

13 

26 

90 

150 

412 

9 

55 

143 

22 

18 

4 

15 

1948 

630 

193 
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Complaints. 


Number  and  nature  ol  complaints  received  and  investigated  . — 
I>ampnes8 

Vermin— Rodents  ... 

Insect  Pests 
Refuse  Accommodation 


Sanitary  Accommodation  : 
Water  Closets  ... 
Water  Closet  drains 
Overcrowding 
Water  Supply  : 

Defective  pipe.s 
Miscellaneous  ... 
Drainage 

Washing  Accommodation  : 
Sinks 

Sink  Waste  l^ipes 
W’ater  in  Cellar 
Miscellaneous 
General : 

Fireplaces 

Roofs 

Chimneys 

Plastervv’ork 

Eavesgutters  ... 

Windows 

Doors  ... 

Floors  ... 


U 

284 

23 

23 

76 

10 

4 

8 

16 

64 

10 

5 
34 
54 

2 

22 

15 

10 

1 

3 

2 


Nuisances  found 
Nuisances  remedied 


Totfil 


Nuis&nees. 


. 680 

663 

696 


Action  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Notices  S(‘rved. 

Foiraal.  Informal. 

51  341 


Notices  Complied  With. 
Formal.  Informal. 

39  260 


Aetloi  under  Dewsbury  Oorporation 

Notices  Served. 

57 


Act,  1983  (3.20) 

Notices  Complied  With 
71 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

In  Dewsbury  we  have  only  one  registered  Common  Lodging 
House  and  regular  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  that  the 
keeper’s  accommodation  is  clean  and  satisfactory  and  the  decor- 
ations, etc.,  to  the  lodgers’  rooms  are  maintained  in  clean 
condition. 


Housing  Statistics. 

1.  — Inspections  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1573 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  ...  2327 

(c)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  under  the  Rent  Act, 

1957  8 

((i)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  — 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal 

notices  : — 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  335  • 


i 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected  under  Section  4,  Housing  Act,  1957  313 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  355 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 & 10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  reqiiiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dw'ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  statutory 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  10 


(e)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17  & 35  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  for  which  undertakings  were  sub- 
mitted and  accepted  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  made  fit  on  undertakings  accepted 

by  Council  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 

(6)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  voluntarily  closed  by  owmers  ...  14 

(/)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene- 
ment or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  — 


4. — Housing  Act,  1957. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  I 8 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dw'elling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  31 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  9.-» 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  local  authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  — 

{e)  Temporary  Overcrowding  Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  — 

5. — Housing  Act,  1957 — Housing  Survey  : — 

Number  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  above  ...  ...  ...  2509 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

ats  and  Mice. 

Disinfestation  of  all  types  of  premises  has  continued  during 
the  year.  As  in  previous  years,  dwellinghouses  and  Corporation 
premises  are  treated  free  of  charge,  whilst  business  premises  are 
charged  for  labour  and  materials  used  plus  administration  costs. 

Iwo  comprehensive  treatments  were  given  to  the  Corpora- 
tion Sewers  within  the  Borough,  the  labour  being  supplied  by 
the  Borough  Engineer.  In  addition  to  this,  10%  of  the  remaining 
sewers  were  also  test  baited.  No  infestation  of  rats  at  Pilgrim 
Tip  has  occurred  during  1968. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  and  treat- 
ments of  various  types  of  property  ; — 


TYPE  OF 

PROPERTY 

Non- Agricultural 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(Inc.  Council 
Houses) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

Agri- 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority's 
District 

170 

18672 

3944 

56 

IL  Number  of  prop>erties 
inspected  as  a result 
of  : 

(a)  Notification 

25 

224 

46 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

— 

— 

(c)  Otherwise  {e.g., 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose) 

18 

177 

992 

6 

III.  Total  inspections  car- 
ried out — including 
re-inspections 

31 

256 

1306 

14 

IV.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec.  11) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by — 

(a)  Rats  (Major) 

1 

(Minor) 

22 

127 

32  - 

— 

(b)  Mice  (Major) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Minor) 

20 

175 

41 

— 

V.  Number  of  infested 
properties  in  Section 
IV  treated  by  Local 
Authority 

43 

302 

73 

1 

1 

VI.  Total  treatments  car- 
ried out  including 
re-treatments 

232 

1741 

555 

VII.  No.  of  block  control 
schemes  carried  out 

- 

101 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

07  observations  were  made  on  industrial  chimneys  during 
the  year  and  225  visits  were  made  to  boiler  plants.  Contact  with 
Engineers  has  been  maintained  in  an  effort  to  minimise  the 
emission  of  dark  smoke.  One  application  for  “prior  approval" 
was  granted  and  2 new  boiler  plants  were  installed. 

Observations  were  taken  by  comparison  with  the  Ringel- 
mann  Chart.  3 contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted 
Periods)  Regulations,  1958,  were  reported  upon  and  verbal 
warnings  given  in  each  case. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  1963. 

Estimation  of  sulphur  dioxide  by  lead  peroxide  method. 

Observations  at  Savile  Town. 

Mg.  of  SOa/day 
collected  by  100  sq.  cm. 
of  Batch  A Pb02 
(louvered  cover) 


January  3-55 

February  ...  ...  ...  1*79 

March  ...  ...  ...  2*01 

April  1 • 79 

May  1 • 53 

June  1-24 

July  1-06 

August  1 . 1 1 

September  ...  ...  ...  i • 74 

October  ...  ...  ...  ] • 82 

November  ...  ...  ...  2*25 

December  ...  ...  ...  2-19 


Meteorological  Report,  1963. 
Observations  at  Crow  Nest  Park. 


Rainfall 

Sunshine 

inches 

Hours 

Minutes 

January 

1 -34 

42 

10 

February 

0-82 

45 

45 

March 

2-00 

80 

50 

April 

1-63 

90 

00 

May 

1-18 

159 

05 

June 

3-60 

169 

40 

July 

2-84 

157 

50 

August 

2-17 

96 

35 

‘September  ... 

1-91 

137 

25 

Octf)ber 

1 *99 

97 

35 

November  ... 

• • • 

4-02 

28 

50 

December  ... 

. . . 

• • • 

0-85 

21 

30 
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Rag  Flock. 

Under  the  Rag  Flock  & Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951, 
3 licences  relating  to  premises  manufacturing  or  storing  rag 
flock  were  renewed  and  2 upholstery  premises  registered.  A 
total  of  7 visits  was  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

1 formal  sample  of  washed  flock,  2 samples  of  feathers,  2 
samples  of  recleansed  hair,  1 sample  of  layered  felt  and  1 sample 
of  layered  flock  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  all  were  reported 
genuine. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

During  1963,  there  were  8 informal  samples  of  Fertilisers 
and  11  informal  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs  taken  and  sent  for 
analysis. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons. 

Throughout  the  year,  19  visits  were  made  to  premises  which 
were  registered  as  Listed  Sellers  under  Part  II  of  the  Pharmacy 
and  Poisons  Act.  There  were  no  contraventions  of  this  Act. 

Vermin. 

65  visits  were  made  to  verminous  premises  and  28  visits 
to  premises  which  were  found  to  be  dirty. 

As  in  previous  years,  all  insect  and  kindred  pests  were  dealt 
with  by  spraying  and  fumigating  with  the  most  up-to-date 
insecticides,  and  again  this  proved  satisfactory^  Verminous 
clothing  and  beddings  are  treated  by  steam  disinfestation  at  the 
Municipal  Buildings. 

42  houses,  with  a total  of  94  rooms,  have  been  treated  and 
9,625  articles  of  bedding,  clothing  and  furniture  were  disinfested. 

Local  manufacturers  requiring  disinfection  certificates  for 
goods  treated  before  exportation  has  continued. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  visits  to  investigate  cases  of  infectious  disease  24 
No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  4 
No.  of  rooms  „ „ ,,  ,,  „ „ 6 

No.  of  articles  ,,  „ ,,  „ „ „ 141 

In  all  cases  the  bedding  is  collected  by  the  staff  of  the 
Department,  and  steam  disinfected. 

Refuse  Accommodation. 

165  inspections  were  made  and  43  dustbins  renewed  or 
provided. 


Factories  Act,  1961. 

No.  of  inspections  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  inspections  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  re-inspections  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  ..  42 

No.  of  re-inspections  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  inspections  (Outworkers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Inspections  of  Factories  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  for 
Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

51 

13 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  to  which  section  7 
applies  ; 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order,  1938 

317 

141 

5 

(6)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

368 

154 

5 

— 

Cases  in  which  DEFh2CTS  were  found  : 


No.  of  cases  defects  found 

No.  of 
t 'ose 

!in  onb 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refei 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

'red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture ... 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

_ ' 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
(a)  Insufficient 

5 

_ 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

5 

8 

, 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

2 

_ 

- 1 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  relating 
to  Outworkers) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

12 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  outworkers  ...  4 
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Outwork. 


SE 

CTION  lie 

S 

F.CTION  11 

LI 

Nature 

of 

work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

req^uired 
by  Section 
110(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for  failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel — 

Making,  &c 

4 

Cleaning  & Washing  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Household  Linen 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.... 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  & nets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  & furniture 
hangings  

.... 

_ 

Furniture  & upholstery... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate  

— 

— 









File  making  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  & brass  articles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_ 

Fur  pulling  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  &steelcables  &chains 

— 

— 







Iron  & steel  anchors  & 
grapnels  

- 

_ 

_ 

Cart  gear  

— 

— 

— 

— 



Locks,  latches  & keys  ... 

— 







— 

Umbrellas,  &c 

— 



..... 



— 

Artificial  flowers 

— 



_ 



- 

-- 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

— 



— 

- - 

Tents  

— 

... 



__ 

— 

... 

Sacks  

— 



■ 

■ 

Racquet  & tennis  balls  ... 

— 

— 



■ 

Paper  bags  

— 

— 

— 







The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially  of 
paper  

Brush  making 

— 

— 



_ 

■ 



Pea  picking  

— 

— 







Feather  sorting 

— 

— 





— 



Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons, 
&c 

Stuffed  toys  

— 

.... 

.... 



Basket  making  

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 



Chocolates  & sweetmeats 

— 



— 



Cosaques,  Christmas  stock- 
ings, &c.  

Textile  weaving 

— 



■ - 



Lampshades  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

106 


Drainage. 

Plans  of  all  proposed  additional  drainage  work  to  existing 
buildings  are  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  this  Department 
before  their  approval,  and  on  completion  of  these  works,  the 
drains  are  tested  by  this  Department. 

Drain  Tests  : 


Total  Length  of  drains  tested  by  smoke — 
4 ins.  drains 
6 ins.  drains 
0 ins.  drains 

No.  of  drains  tested  and  inspected — 
Inspections  of  drainage 
Smoke  tests — new  drains 
Smoke  tests — existing  drains 
Colour  tests  ... 

Other  tests 
Drains  reconstructed 
Chemical  tests 


1,467  feet 
84  feet 

312  feet 


617 

10 

36 

2.52 

99 


50 

16 


Shops  Aots. 

Ko.  of  Inspections  of  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  436 

„ Re-Inspections  of  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

,,  Shops  entered  on  Register  {31st  Dec.,  1963)  ...  ...  668 


Merchandise  Marks  Acts. 

96  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  fori 
the  purposes  of  the  Acts,  minor  contraventions  being  remedied: 
by  informal  action. 
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